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Lord, I do not know what this day will hold.  I only ask that you 
hold my hand and grant me a quiet trust in your faithfulness.  

Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Revving Up For September 7th!!! 
Hard to believe it, but Church School begins 
September 7th.  Letters are being sent home, so 
please be on the lookout for them.  There is 
important information that you and your families 
need to know about our school year. 

As in the past, we will begin the year with a great 
display that our “Summer Sunday”  kids created.  
Each Sunday we took a look at a different hero 
and/or villain in the Bible.  Then, through an art 
project, we helped visualize the story for our 
“Heroes and Villains Hallway”  (in the Education 
Building). 

This fall we will be taking a closer look at these 
men and women and learning about some we didn’ t 
get a chance to study this summer.  In some cases 
we decided that a few are both heroic and 
villainous, so they are on both sides of the hallway.  
In January we will be looking at the New 
Testament and the heroes and villains in those 
books.  Listed below are the names we will be 
studying this fall.  You will notice that some names 
like Noah, Moses, Isaiah, Jonah, and Job were left 
out because we studied them last year.  The names 
highlighted are ones we covered this summer.  
They are: 

Old Testament Heroes 

Abraham’s Family tree, featuring: Grandson Jacob 
and his ladder , Great Grandson Joseph (both 
Jacob and Joseph had “big dreams” .) 
Bezalel (a much lesser  known hero) – Exodus 36-
39 
Joshua 

Deborah 
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David 
K ing David 
Elijah 
Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego  
Daniel 

 
Old Testament Villains 

Lucifer 
Balaam 
Goliath 
K ing David 
Ahab and Jezebel 
K ing Nebuchadnezzar  

Enclosed in this issue of the trumpeter on page 11   
is a Church School Registration Form.  There is 
also a copy of the same registration form being sent 
to Church School families.  Please fill out and 
return one of them by September 7th to the church, 
even if the information is the same as last year.  It 
helps us keep our records up to date.  Thank you! 

A Very Special Thank You!! 

We send along our great appreciation to Catherine 
and Kyle Bird, Ann Phillips, Pat King and Eileen 
Cortright for volunteering to teach a “Summer 
Sunday” .  They did a fantastic job, and I know the 
students enjoyed the time they spent with these 
great teachers.  Thanks! ! !  

So, You Want To Be An Acolyte?? 

To be an acolyte all you have to do is be in at least 
third grade, be willing to serve the congregation 
every other month, (wearing one of our snappy 
robes), come to three gatherings a year, (our open 
informational meeting, September 10th, an 
anniversary party in January and our closing BBQ 
party at Nancy Owen’s house in June) and maybe 
helping out with a Halloween party October 24th.   
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If you’ve thought about it, now is your chance to 
find out what it’ s all about.  Our  first meeting is 
set for  September  10th at 3:30 p.m. over  at 
Howard’s house.  We will, of course, be finished 
in time for Junior Choir and have ice cream cake in 
case you’ re feeling faint.  Hope to see you there. 

Nancy Owen  

 

Summer Worship Attendance 

Worship attendance has been up this summer.  One 
reason is "Summer Sundays" during worship.   
"Summer Sundays" are a time for kids to play 
games and do crafts related to Biblical themes.  
This summer©s themes are Shadrach, Meshack, and 
Abednego, the three young men in the Book of 
Daniel, and heroes both ancient and modern.  
Another reason may be the shorter, simpler summer 
worship services.   

HM 

 

A Bir thday Celebration 

Marion Pine was surprised on her 100th birthday 
by a celebration after the worship service during 
the coffee hour.  Marion touched everyone with her 
impromptu words of appreciation. 

 
Pr ayer :   Our  Connect i on To God 

We have all had a time when we needed prayer to 
help us through a situation.  Our Prayer Support 
Group wants more people to help us to support our 
members, friends and family in prayer.  The more 
prayers lifting up a problem to our Lord, the more 
supported our faith becomes.  Call Cathie Strang at 
883-6592 for more information. 

 
Youth Choir  at the Beach 

The sun sinks slowly behind the audience, leaving 
the sky across the beach a bright, vibrant blue, a 
backdrop for the singers urging the crowd to hold 
tight in “God’s Unchanging Hand” .  Jerusalem?  
Broadway?  No!  This was the scene at Ocean 
Grove, NJ as the Reformed Church Youth Choir 
gave its final and best performance of The Bible in 
Fifty Words. 

Thirty-three members of the choir, led by two 
women fondly referred to as “The Nancys” , (our 
own Nancy Herforth and Nancy Owen), traveled to 
Ocean Grove on June 29th.  They were joined by 
eleven chaperones, one choir sibling and one 
minister.  After a traditional hearty breakfast at 
Perkin’s Pancake House, the group arrived at the 
Albatross Hotel and got down to the business of 
putting on a show and having a good time. 

Over the course of the next four days, the choir 
rehearsed the show, sunbathed and swam at the 
beach and made numerous forays into the bustling 
center of Ocean Grove to visit the pizza parlor, 
Days Ice Cream Shoppe and the ever-popular candy 
store.  The picnic on the beach, always a highlight, 
was marked by the choir members’  rousing 
volleyball game while chaperones took the 
opportunity to bond, as they shared stories of their 
favorite childhood pastimes. 

In true theatrical fashion, a frenzied dress rehearsal 
led to a fine opening performance at the Francis 
Asbury Manor, a nursing home, where the 
appreciative audience bolstered the choir’s 
enthusiasm and confidence.  The next evening, just 
before sunset, the choir performed the show on the 
main pavilion of the boardwalk.  Particularly 
moving were selections such as I Believe, Children 
of Eden, and Psalm 139, while Prepare Ye the Way 
of the Lord and The Battle Belongs to the Lord had 
the audience clapping and singing along.  The 
evening was capped off with a celebratory trip to 
Nagle’s Ice Cream Parlor, where members of the 
cast regaled the streets of Ocean Grove with an 
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impromptu encore of the showstopper, Go Down 
Moses. 

The next day, choir members and chaperones, 
slightly sunburned and dusting sand off their feet, 
piled back into their caravan of cars and minivans 
and headed back to New Paltz, full of ice cream and 
memories, looking forward already to next year’s 
sojourn. 

Lisa Curtis and Kym Tiffany  

 

New Members Welcome! 

We would like to welcome our newest members 
who were introduced to our congregation on June 
29th.  They are as follows: 

� Andrew and Meghan Currier and their daughters, 
Brynne and Catrina 

Andrew is a software engineer manager with IBM 
and enjoys singing as he has already done with the 
Senior Choir.  Meghan stays busy caring for their 
two daughters at home and enjoys scrap booking to 
keep their memories at arms length.  Brynne, five-
years-old, is the older sister to Catrina, three-years-
old.  They both attend the Church School program. 

� Matthew Dolan, who will wed existing church 
member, Melissa Greener, next year. 

Matt is a police officer for a local town and is 
looking forward to actively participating in church 
events and activities.  He will wed Melissa Greener 
next year.  Melissa is the daughter of Rick and 
Shelley Greener, long standing members of our 
church community. 

We are all blessed in having these new members 
become part of our congregation.  Please take the 
time to welcome them and get to know them. 

God Bless! 

Natalie Alexander, Director of Membership 
 

Oil 

$4.65 will buy a gallon of oil to heat the church this 
winter.  How about a couple of gallons while 
you’ re at it?  Make your check out to the church, 
and write “oil”  at the bottom of the check. 

Consistory Retreat 

June 21st was a perfect summer day for the 
Consistory’s retreat at the Owen’s beautiful home.  
We met on a porch overlooking the Owen’s lake.  
Following worship, we discussed several issues, 
including the relationship of politics to faith, and 
improvement of communication in our church and 
to the community. 

Lunch was served on two porches overlooking the 
lake.  The waterfall next to the house provided a 
perfect counterpoint to the discussion of John 4 in 
which Jesus talks about the ‘ living water’ , which, 
in the Greek, also means running or gushing water. 

HM 

 
A Musical in Our Church 

The Social Hall was filled for Judy Elliot’s kids 
musical “The Three Musketeers”  in July.  Judy 
directed and wrote both script and music.  The 
acting and singing were terrific. Many found 
themselves humming Judy’s tunes for the rest of 
the day. 

The story is about a king who one day discovers his 
“ funny bone”  is lost.  After a fruitless search, the 
Three Musketeers (soon to be four) fortunately 
appear on the scene.  They foil an evil plot to take 
over the kingdom and find the missing princess.  
Finally within an enormous bag of bones, the king 
finds the missing “ funny bone” , only to discover 
that laughter and joy were inside him all along.  
What did Jesus say?  “The Kingdom of Heaven is 
within you.”  
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����  

Thank You 
Thank you, George and Mary Lou Schnell for your 
ministry to older people in our congregation.  You 
visit, bring meals, and provide transportation to 
church and doctors, and congratulations on your 
50th wedding anniversary in June. (If you know of 
someone whose ministry deserves special 
recognition, let us know.)  HM 
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My Sister’s Keeper 

The Summer Book Club selection, My Sister’s 
Keeper by Jodi Picoult, was discussed at Pat 
King’s home on July 7th.  Six church members 
reflected on the book’s themes including:  Is it 
moral to create one child for the sole purpose of 
saving another?  This novel portrayed one 
daughter’s serious illness and its impact on each 
family member.  Picoult wove legal and ethical 
issues into this novel, which reflected her craft as 
an accomplished writer and meticulous researcher.  
A review of Picoult’s riveting and controversial 
ending of the novel concluded the discussion. 

Pat King and Eileen Cortright 

�   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �  

Concert 

As part of our 325th Anniversary Year we are 
privileged to have Mr. Clifford Smith give a Benefit 
Piano Concert on October 17th in the Church 
Sanctuary.  Mr. Smith is a renowned composer and 
concert pianist who has performed in recitals in 
Europe, the United States, and Canada. 

The title of the concert is “Celebrating Huguenot 
Influence in America” , and Mr. Smith will be 
playing selections he has composed.  The New York 
Times, in a review of his performance in Carnegie 
Hall, stated…“enormous flair and technical 
dazzle…showy, glittery, neo- 
impressionist…fascinating.”   A reviewer for the 
Ottawa Journal in Canada stated …”clean and 
brilliant and … left his audience spellbound.”  

Mr Smith is married to Pam Wiersum, daughter of 
Marie Wiersum, and lives in Virginia.   

This concert will benefit Historic Huguenot Street 
and the New Paltz Reformed Church and will be in 
the Reformed Church sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. on 
October 17th.  Tickets are $20, $15 for Seniors and 
$5.00 for students.  Tickets are available from the 
church office at 255-6340 or the office of the 
Huguenot Historical Society 255-1660.  Dave Lent 

 

You Can Do I t! 

COFFEE HOUR, that is!  This important extension 
of our worship service, where fellowship excels, 
needs folks to serve. 

You never did it?  You don’ t know how?  You 
don’ t bake?  Help is available.  You don’ t have to 
“wing”  it. 

You can call me for help/direction – Jeanne 
McCullough at 255-1518.  You don’ t have to bake 
either.  Friehofers does a good job.  All you have to 
do is cut up the coffee cakes and put them out.  
Cheese, crackers and fruit are also good choices 
and a centerpiece, if you wish.  Beth usually makes 
the coffee, and a mug crew sets out the mugs and 
washes them 

Sign up sheets are in the Social Room next to the 
coffee urns.  If you need help or have a question, 
call me.  Jeanne McCullough, 255-1518.  I’ ll be 
coordinating this important ministry. 

Jeanne McCullough 

���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �

What In The Wor ld Is “ Kids Kare” ? 

“Kids Kare”  is a new organization starting up in 
our church.  It is a younger version of a Lay Care 
Committee, and will emphasize reaching out to 
those in need.  Our first meeting will be 
Wednesday, October 8th at 3:30 p.m. in the 
Education building and is open to all 2nd – 6th 
graders.  We will meet once a month on 
Wednesdays before Junior Choir and finish at 4:25 
p.m., so you will be on time for choir.  There are a 
number of ways children can make a difference in 
our church and community, so stop by on October 
8th and give it a try! 

Nancy Owen 
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On September 28th at 2:00 p.m. you are all invited 
to bring your pets and their stories to share in our 
annual “Blessing of the Animals” .  This is a great 
time to meet our four-legged, fine-feathered, or 
“ fin” - tastic creatures that brighten our lives.  As 
always there will be treats for all creatures and a 
special blessing for our dear animal friends. Please 
remember to join us on the church lawn for this 
very special event. 

P.S. You don’ t have to have a pet to join in on the 
fun. 

Nancy Owen 

�   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �  

Women to Celebrate at Warwick 

All women are invited to be part of the Warwick 
Center’s 50th Anniversary Celebration during the 
Women’s Auxiliary Warwick Days Open House on 
October 28th at the Reformed Church Conference 
Center in Warwick, N.Y. 

Join us for worship with the Reverend James and 
Barbara Neevel as speakers, plus a luncheon and 
tour of the Warwick Center.  The Center not only 
holds conferences, meetings and retreats, but also 
runs an effective summer camp program.  Many of 
us attend the Open House every year.  

We will car pool from the church leaving at around 
8:30 a.m. and will return at approximately 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 28th. 

For information and reservations, call Jeanne 
McCullough at 255-1518. 

Jeanne McCullough 

 

You don’ t win an Olympic gold medal with a 
few weeks of intensive training. 

-- Seth Godin 

 

Notes From Consistory 

The Senior Elder, David Lent, reminded committee 
chairs that committee budgets must be ready for 
presentation to the Finance Committee by 
September 15th.  

Howard reported on the General Synod meeting, 
held at Hope College in Holland, Michigan in June.  
The General Synod meets every year at one of three 
RCA colleges.  About 600 elders and ministers 
were present from all regional synods, seminaries, 
colleges, various commissions and denominational 
staff.  There was no pressing business, but prayer, 
study, information, music and the need to get 
together on a regular basis were reasons enough for 
the meeting.  The denomination is “planting”  new 
churches, one in Dutchess County, as it’ s easier to 
start a new congregation than to revitalize an 
already existing church. 

Church attendance is up this summer, better than 
ever.  No other church in the community has 
“church school”  in the summer, like our Summer 
Sundays. 

Howard will be away August 14-26.  The Reverend 
Lee Gartrell will be on call, and Consistory 
members will help out as well. 

Boundaries Training will be available in Rhinebeck 
on September 20 at 1:30 p.m. and in Gardner on 
October 4 at 1:30 p.m. 

Jamison Funds are being applied as requested.  Fuel 
cost was the first need. 

There is no Stewardship chair for this year’s 
Stewardship campaign.  The Finance Committee 
will act as committee of the whole. 

Skip Van Alst, Property Committee chair, reported 
that we have a contract on all boilers, i.e. the 
church, the Education Building and the manse, and 
have prepaid for 7700 gallons of fuel @$4.649 per 
gallon for a total of $35,797.30.  We have a boiler 
service plan as well costing $999.80. 

An energy audit was done on the buildings, and 
copies of the summary page are available on 
request. 

The Property Committee is looking at two levels of 
projects.  Level 1 projects include replacing 
incandescent lighting with fluorescent in all three 
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buildings, replacing doors in the Education 
Building, installing programmable thermostats in 
all three buildings, weather stripping the doors of 
the church, and installing pipe insulation in the 
manse.  Level 2 projects include upgrading T-12 
fixtures with T-8 lamps and ballasts in the 
Education Building, installing occupancy sensors in 
the Education Building, installing attic insulation in 
the church, and replacing the boiler, by attrition, in 
the manse. 

The building use form and use policy have been 
revised and reworked.  The room fee donation of 
$100 has been included on the form.  A room 
deposit is requested for outside groups using the 
Social Hall and Fireside Room.  A fuel surcharge 
will be added for outside groups using the Fireside 
Room from November 15 to March 15, and this is 
being considered for the sanctuary and Social Hall 
as well.  The committee would like to encourage 
people to have meetings in their homes.   

Eben Yonnetti has completed his Eagle Scout 
Project of painting the manse front porch.  John 
Juczak has replaced the back porch steps and will 
be replacing the decking.  A new dryer has been 
ordered for the manse.  Pest control folks will visit 
the manse to get rid of carpenter ants. 

Eileen Cortright and Pat King led a discussion for 
the “Summer Book Club”  on the book, My Sister’s 
Keeper by Jodi Picoult. 

Lisa Curtis announced that Fred Weinberg will 
chair the Apple Festival set for October 4th, 2008. 

Howard showed an excellent film, made by some 
of our church members several years ago, on the 
history of our church.  Popcorn was munched by 
Consistory members during the film. 

The next Consistory meeting is September 2nd at 
7:30 p.m. 

Joyce Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory  
 

Excerpt from the New Paltz Reformed 
Church Consistory Minutes, Apr il 3, 1843 

“The fourth general rumor was respecting the 
conduct of Mr. Stilwell on the evening of the 26th of 
January which rumor says that Mr. Stilwell, that 
evening, drank a glass of some kind of liquor at the 
bar of Nathaniel Lefevre, innkeeper, and then said 

he was going to the Consistory meeting, and if they 
wanted to see sport, they must come down there, 
addressing those in the room. 

The Consistory considered this conduct 
inconsistent with Christian deportment and highly 
derogatory to the office he sustained as a deacon 
and to the board of the Consistory.”  

According to Huguenot historian, Eric Roth, 
Consistory censure was not uncommon in the 
Victorian era.  The Temperance movement was 
gathering momentum.   In earlier times, behavior 
was a matter of personal honor, and judgment was 
rendered by the community at large rather than the 
church Consistory.  In 1843, decorum was 
replacing the older value of personal honor. 

submitted by Howard Major 

 

Our  Shut-Ins 
Fran Buchanan 
Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
P.O. Box 909 
New Paltz  12561 
Celia Coulter 
3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz 
Doris George 
Mountain View 
Carl Lillberg 
16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz 
Martha McKenna 
Moran’s Rest Home 
1741 State Route 32 
Modena, 12548 
Fran Seaholm 
Mountain View 
Jesse C. Welwoodkunz 
New York Senior Care (formerly Valley Vista) 
141 North Rd. 
Highland  12528 
Jane Wright 
New York Senior Care 

 
Be thankful and praise the Lord 

as you enter  his temple. 
The Lord is good! 

His love and faithfulness will last forever . 
Psalm 100:4-5 
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Members and Fr iends in the Armed Forces 
Please pray for these members of the Armed 
Forces: 

Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane 
Freer, Brooke Greener, Corey Greener, P.F.C. 
Andrew J. Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob 
Kouhout, Jessica Ruschak, James Van Alst, Stewart 
Van Deusen, Jr, Pvt. 1st class Daniel Van Leuven 

h h h h h h hh h h h h h h  h 

Hello, Cream Cups 

At the August 17th coffee hour a delicious little 
sweet delicacy was on the table, and several asked 
for the recipe.  What better place than in the 
trumpeter to provide that information.  They are 
easy, look like you’ve slaved for hours, and taste 
delicious. 

3 - 8 oz. packages of cream cheese 
5 eggs 
1 C. sugar 
2 tsp. real vanilla 
Canned fruit pie filling of your choice for the top 

Put all of the ingredients out of the refrigerator for 
a couple of hours to reach room temperature.  After 
an hour, mix all ingredients in a mixing bowl and 
blend well.  Pour into muffin tins that have been 
lined with liners.  (The foil liners work the best, but 
paper is ok, too.)  Bake at 325 degrees for 20 
minutes.  Take out of the oven, and let sit for an 
hour before you put some pie filling of your choice 
in the little indentations.  Chill for another hour or 
so. 

The recipe makes 24 regular size muffin sweets or 
24 mini muffins plus 12 regular. 

This was A. J. Bouchard’s Aunt Jen’s best recipe  --  
after Chocolate Chip cookies. 

Lu Bouchard  

 

Each problem has in it an opportunity so powerful 
that it literally dwarfs the problem. 

The greatest success stories were created by people 
who recognized a problem and turned it into an 
opportunity.  – Joseph Sugarman 

Don’ t Give Up 

One day I decided to quit…I quit my job, my 
relationship, my spirituality…I wanted to quit my 
life.  I went to the woods to have one last talk with 
God.  

“God,”  I asked, “Can you give me one good reason 
not to quit?”   His answer surprised me. 

“Look around, ”  He said.  “Do you see the fern and 
the bamboo?”   “Yes, ”  I replied.  “When I planted 
the fern and the bamboo seeds, I took very good 
care of them.  I gave them light.  I gave them water.  
The fern quickly grew from the earth.  Its brilliant 
green covered the floor.  Yet nothing came from the 
bamboo seed.  But I did not quit on the bamboo.  In 
the second year the fern grew more vibrant and 
plentiful.  And again, nothing came from the 
bamboo seed.  But I did not quit on the bamboo” , 
He said.  “ In year three, there was still nothing from 
the bamboo seed, but I would not quit.  In year four, 
again, there was nothing from the bamboo seed, but 
I would not quit.  Then, in the fifth year, a tiny 
sprout emerged from the earth.  Compared to the 
fern it was seemingly small and insignificant.  But 
just months later the bamboo rose to over 100 feet 
tall.  It had spent the five years growing roots.  
Those roots made it strong and gave it what it 
needed to survive.  I would not give any of my 
creations a challenge it could not handle.”  

He asked me, “Did you know, my child, that all this 
time you have been struggling, you have actually 
been growing roots?  I would not quit on the 
bamboo, and I will never quit on you.  Don’ t 
compare yourself to others,”  He said.  “The 
bamboo had a different purpose than the fern.  Yet 
they both make the forest beautiful.  Your time will 
come,”  God said to me.  “You will rise high.”   
“How high should I rise?”  I asked.  “How high will 
the bamboo rise?”  He asked in return.  “As high as 
it can?”  I questioned.  “Yes” , He said.  “Give me 
glory by rising as high as you can.”  
from the Internet 

 

Work is a slice of your  life, 



 8 trumpeter 
 

it’ s not the whole pizza. 
Jacquelyn Mitchard 

The Bathtub Test 

During a visit to the mental asylum, a visitor asked 
the Director, “How do you determine whether or 
not a patient should be institutionalized?”  

“Well,”  said the Director, “We fill up a bathtub, 
then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to 
the patient and ask him or her to empty the 
bathtub.”  

“Oh,”  I understand,”  said the visitor.  “A normal 
person would use the bucket because it’ s bigger 
than the spoon or teacup.”  

The Director responded, “A normal person would 
pull the plug.  Do you want a bed near the 
window?”  

from the Internet 

 

Train Ride 

A while back, I read a very interesting book that 
compared life to a train ride or a series of train 
rides. 

Life is like a train ride.  We get on.  We ride.  We 
get off.  We get back on and ride some more. 
There are accidents, and there are delays.  At 
certain stops there are surprises.  Some of these will 
translate into great moments of joy, and some will 
result in profound sorrow. 

When we are born, and we first board the train, we 
meet people who we think will be with us for the 
entire journey.  Those people are our parents!  
Sadly, this is far from the truth.  Our parents are 
with us for as long as we absolutely need them.  
They, too, have journeys they must complete.  We 
live on with the memories of their love, affection, 
friendship, guidance, and their ever presence. 

There are others who board the train and who 
eventually become very important to us, in turn.  
Those people are our brothers, sisters, friends, and 
acquaintances, whom we learn to love and cherish. 

Some people consider their journey like a jaunty 
tour.  They will just go merrily along.  Others will 

encounter many upsets, tears, and losses on their 
journey. Others still, will linger on to offer a 
helping hand to anyone in need. 

Some people on the train will leave an everlasting 
impression when they get off.  Some will get on 
and get off the train so quickly, they scarcely leave 
a sign that they ever traveled along with you or ever 
crossed your path. 

We will sometimes be upset that some passengers 
whom we love will choose to sit in another 
compartment and leave us to travel on our own.  
Then again, there’s nothing that says we can’ t seek 
them out anyway.  Nevertheless, once sought out 
and found, we may not even be able to sit next to 
them because that seat will already be taken.  
That’s okay.  Everyone’s journey will be filled with 
hopes, dreams, challenges, setbacks, and goodbyes.  
We must strive to make the best of it…no matter 
what. 

We must constantly strive to understand our travel 
companions and look for the best in everyone.  
Remember that at any moment during our journey 
any one of our travel companions can have a weak 
moment and be in need of our help.  We, too, may 
hesitate or even trip.  Hopefully, we can count on 
someone being there to be supportive and 
understanding. 

The bigger mystery of our journey is that we don’ t 
know when our last stop will come.  Neither do we 
know when our travel companions will make their 
last stop -- not even those sitting in the seat next to 
us.  Personally, I know I’ ll be sad to make my final 
stop.  I’m sure of it.  My separation from all those 
friends and acquaintances I made during the train 
ride will be painful.  Leaving all those I’m close to 
will be a sad thing, but then again, I’m certain that 
one day I’ ll get to the main station only to meet up 
with everyone else.  They’ ll all be carrying their 
baggage, most of which they didn’ t have when they 
first got on the train.  I’ ll be glad to see them again.  
I’ ll also be glad to have contributed to their 
baggage and to have enriched their lives, just as 
much as they will have contributed to my baggage 
and enriched my life. 

We’ re all on the train ride together.  Above all, we 
should all try to strive to make the ride as pleasant 
and memorable as we can, right up until we each 
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make the final stop and leave the train for the last 
time. 

from the Internet - pixiesplace.com 

You Thought I  Wasn’ t Looking! 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you hang 
my first painting on the refrigerator, and I 
immediately wanted to paint another one. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you feed 
a stray cat, and I learned that it was good to be kind 
to animals. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you make 
my favorite cake for me, and I learned that the little 
things can be the special things in life. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I heard you say 
a prayer, and I knew that there is a God I could 
always talk to, and I learned to trust in Him. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you make 
a meal and take it to a friend who was skick, and I 
learned that we all have to help take care of each 
other. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking, I saw you give 
of your time and money to hep people who had 
nothing, and I learned that those who have 
something should give to those who don’ t. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you take 
care of our house and everyone in it, and I learned 
we have to take care of what we are given. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw how you 
handled your responsibilities, even when you did 
not feel good, and I learned that I would have to be 
responsible when I grow up. 

 When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw tears 
come from your eyes, and I learned that sometimes 
things hurt, and it’ s all right to cry. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw that you 
cared, and I wanted to be everything that I could be. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I learned most 
of life’s lessons that I need to know to be a good 
and productive person when I grow up. 

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I looked at you 
and wanted to say, “Thanks for all the things I saw 
when you thought I wasn’ t looking.”  

�

Conscience is a small inner  voice that doesn’ t 
speak your  language. 

-- Bert Murray 

An Angel  Unawar es 

I f ,  af t er  Ki r k ye bi de a wee,  
Ther e ‘ s some woul d l i ke t o speak 

t o ye.  
I f  af t er  Ki r k ye r i se and f l ee,  

We’ l l  al l  seem col d and st i f f  t o 
ye.  

The one t hat ’ s i n t he seat  wi ’  ye 
I s st r anger  her e t han you,  maybe? 

Add you your  soul  unt o our  
pr ayer s,  

Be you our  angel  unawar es.  

submitted by Betty Sciortino 

 
Killing Time 

How do I kill time? 
Let me count the ways. 

By worrying about things 
over which I have no control, 
like the past, 
like the future. 

By harboring resentment 
and anger 
over hurts 
real or imagined. 

By disdaining the ordinary 
or, rather, what I  
so mindlessly 
call ordinary. 

By concern over what’s in it for me, 
rather than what’s in me 
for it. 

By failing to appreciate what is 
because of what-might-have-beens. 
should-have-beens, 
could-have-beens. 

These are some of the ways 
I kill time. 



 10 trumpeter 
 
Jesus didn’ t kill time. 
He gave life to it. 
His own. 

�
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