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While they were talking and discussing, Jesus came near.
Luke 24:15

Can WeTalk?

Can wetak? Joan Rivers asksthis as the opener to
her monologues. Except our after worship -- Can
We Talk?-- will be dialogues instead of

monol ogues.

Topics, to be announced before church, will range
from Hillary' s Faith to Hosea' s Marriage
Problems; Why the Governor Did What He Did to
Is God Green? and sometimes What did you think
of the sermon? Other discussion topics welcomed,
too.

Grab acup of coffee or teaand join us from 11:15
to 11:45 in the Senior Choir Room — to the far right
off the Social Hall.

Back by Popular Demand!

The three-part NOOMA series with Rob Bell will
be repeated Thur sday evenings, 7:00 -- 8:00 p.m.
in the Church Library —the upper room to the | ft
of the Social Hall a.k.a. the Counting Room.
Waiting Y outh Choir parents are especialy
welcome. March 27, April 3, April 10.

Howard Major 11, Pastor
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Blood Drive
It's that time of year when the Jewish Community
Center will haveits FIFTH annual blood drive. It
will be on Sunday, April 13" from 11 am. —3:30
p.m. at the Jewish Community Center at 32
North ChestnutPlease contact the Center at
255-3316 if you are interested in donating blood

submitted by Adriana Havnaer

withdrawn the offer to sell the Jamison House to
the Church. Subsequent to the Church receiving
this information from the Jamison Foundation, a
letter, dated February 25", was received from Mr.
Tully, the attorney retained by the Church. The
following is an excerpt from that letter, whichison
file in the Church Office.

“The Jamison Building, however, consists of the
Corporation’s largest and most val uable possession.
A Court Order would be required, and any real
property Contract between the parties would have
to reflect consideration, in money or money’s
worth, in line with the recent appraised value of
$206,000. It is my judgment that the original
Contract consideration of $100,000 would be
rejected by the Court”.

New Bibles
As Protestants, the word of God is central to our
faith. Indeed, we are known as “People of the
Book.” Inthe coming weeks, we will have a
chance to celebrate the role of the Bible in our lives
by replacing our pew Bibles. The church has
decided to adopt the New Revised Standard
Version, successor to our current pew Bible. This
version is already familiar to children in our
Sunday School and new members, who receive a
Bible upon joining the church. Hopefully thiswill
put us all on the same page as we hear and study
God' s word together.

We will be offering the opportunity for members of
the congregation to donate one or more of the new




Bibles to the church, either in memory of aloved
one, or as a gift to the church. In either case, a
handsome bookpl ate inscribed with the donor’s
name will be placed into the Bible. Our planisto
replace both the pew Bibles in the church and the
Bibles in the Education Building with these new
ones. Our old ones will be recycled to prisons and
other local ministries, at no cost to the church.

The Bibleswill be priced at $10.00. Please
prayerfully consider making a gift of one or more
Bibles to your church as alasting celebration of
love for God' s word.

Susan Kraat and Joan Van Leuven, co-chairs
Bible Replacement Committee
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Come help us do some spring cleaning around the
church grounds. Don't forget your tools...Rakes,
shovels, gloves, hand tools, push brooms, and tarps,
if you have them, and pruners, lopers and hand
saws if you'reinto trimming shrubs and trees.

Coffee, tea and donuts in the morning — Chili, if
you hang around until noon!

Cheryl Alloway for
the Property Committee
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Today’s mighty oak is just
yesterday’s nut that held
its ground.

Mission of the Month

The Mission and Outreach Committee has met and
chosen the following for our church’s missions for
the remainder of 2008:

April —Caring for Creation

June — Broken Arrow Ranch

July — RCA Board of Pensions

August — St. John Bosco and Backpack Project
September — Habitat for Humanity

October — AOET

November — RCA Native American Ministries
December — RCWS — Eric Titus

The committee welcomes any input from the
congregation.

Ann Phillips, Chair
Missions and Outreach Committee
Help the Youth Choir on Earth Day!

Laura Mulvihill will have atable of donated (new
and nearly new) itemsfor sale at the Earth Day Fair
this coming April 27". She would like donations of
small, yet fabulous, items such as costume jewelry,
paperback books, small toys, house wares, etc. All
proceeds will go to the Y outh Choir for their trip to
Ocean Grove in June.

Please call Laura at 255-3053 to arrange atime to
drop off your contributions. Thisisan
OPPORTUNITY to free up some space in your
home, help your neighbors, keep stuff out of the
landfills, AND help the Y outh Choir! Wow, that’s
four good things!

Laura Mulvihill

Getting To Know Y ou continues to meet on the 2™
and 4™ Tuesdays of the month from 11 am. until 2
p.m. People are active at many card tables with
cards, scrabble, dominoes and puzzles. Unlesswe
get snowed out, the 4" Tuesday isatimeto
celebrate the birthdays of the month. Come join us.
Questions? Phone Joan Davison at 883-6660.

Lay Care Committee

The door opened after my brief knock, and | was
greeted by afriendly, smiling face. “I’ve brought
you a bouquet of flowers’, | said, entering the front
room and handing her the beautiful bouquet that
had adorned our church altar the previous day. For
several weeks this member of our congregation had
not been able to attend worship services, and

May — Project Julie —local work camp

receivi ng flowers from the church was one way for
her to feel connected to our church family.
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For many years a pastoral care team of our church
members, known as the Lay Care Committee, has
been an expression of the faith, hope and love that
Christ calls usto share. Stopping by for avisit,
providing transportation, picking up groceries or
prescriptions, reading to, delivering food are afew
of the many ways this dedicated group has reached
out to peoplein need. But, asthe years have
passed, many members of this committee now find
themselvesin their “senior” years. To ensure the
continuation of providing a compassionate touch,
new ‘guardian angels’ are being recruited to join
this pastoral care team.

A short training workshop will be held later this
month. Please contact Deacon Shelley Greener or
Deacon Adriana Havnaer if you are interested in
participating in this vital ministry.

Adriana Havnaer — 256-0332
Shelley Greeneer — 255-5616

Thank You
Dear friends,

Qur church teaches us to believe
that death brings us to a better
pl ace, but that does not speak to
the loneliness of those who are

| eft behind. What has hel ped ne
to get through this difficult tine
are the prayers and concern of
peopl e like you. You have al

been so very special, and | do not
know how | woul d be able to cope
wi t hout you.

The reception in the Fireside Room
was beautiful. The gl eam ng
silver, the delicious cookies, the
tea, coffee, and punch were
“heaven sent” for the famly and
friends who canme a | ong way.

| thank you for the neani ngful
cards and all the | ove, confort
and support you have provi ded for
ne.

Affectionately,

Audr ey Sheppard
t hankyout hankyout hankyout hankyout hankyout hankyou
t hank

Birth: Caroline Grace Cortright was born on
February 21, 2008 at South Shore Hospital in
Weymouth, MA. The proud family includes
parents Brian and Amy and big sister, Julia Rose.
Grandparents are Doug And Eileen Cortright.

v

Deaths: Thomas Corwin, February 10, 1950 —
March 6, 2008
Wilma Klein, June 24, 1923 — February 21, 2008
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Savethe Date! Mot her’ s Day
Tea
Saturday, May 10™
Noon —4 p.m.

%8% ouicgls (&3 w65V w983 LTI EE
Junior Choir News

February and March have been busy months for the
Junior Choir members. Wednesday, February 6,
we led the Ash Wednesday Service. Our fifth and
sixth graders (Josephine Ruschak, Tyler Wallace,
Jordan Alexander, Lauren Apuzzo, Katherine
Curtis, Jade Fogden, Seb Pannuto, Allen Ruschak,
and Jordan Upright) were the Worship Service
leaders, and they did an excellent job!

Then...Sunday, February 19", we sang an
expressive story anthem, “Jesus Went A-Walking”.
Wednesday, February 13", we planned to have our
Vaenting' s Day party, but we were snowed out and
had to postpone the party until the 28". Thisisthe
second year in arow that two big storms hit on or
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near Valentineg's Day. The delay did not diminish
the fun!

This month, all our energy has been going into
preparations for Palm Sunday, when, together with
the Church School, we will present “The Singing
Bishop” featuring Jordan Alexander as Bishop
Theodulph, the 9" century writer of our Palm
Sunday hymn, “All Glory, Laud and Honor”.
Katherine Curtis and Jade Fogden will be the
jailers, responsible for guarding the Bishop, who
has been imprisoned for treason by King Louis|,
played by Wesley Watts. Fourth graders Kaya
Jordan, Kristina Rivera, Alexis Santiago, Madeline
Finnegan, and Julianna Rock also have special
singing and speaking parts. The children of
Angers, France are played by the younger grades of
the Junior Choir, Church School members and
teachers. Instrumentalists include hand bell ringers
and singers, Lauren Apuzzo, Jordan Upright;
tambourine player Brendan Bostock, and Mark
Brown, accompanist. Nancy Owen is our director,
and we really appreciate her help at this busiest of
timesfor her! We also are planning to sing for the
Easter Worship Service on March 23",

Youth Choir News

Y outh Choir members have also had a busy pre-
spring season. We're lucky that our schedule
hasn’t been affected too much by the strange
February weather. On Sunday, February 24", we
sang “ThereisaBamin Gilead”, a beautiful
anthem, which was part of the special Healing
Service. Worship leaders for this very special
service were Sean Harrington, Rebecca Renus,
Briana Bixler, Julian Berman, Matt Nobile, Avery
Berman, Nadia Mulvihill, Matt Vermeersch, and
Michele Harrington.

Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday are next on
our singing schedule. We will sing the traditional
Maundy Thursday Taize chants as well as an
unusual arrangement of “Amazing Grace” arranged
by Ken Stanton. Matt Vermeesch will accompany
us on the guitar and Mark Brown will be the pianist
for this service. We will also be singing on Easter
Sunday and invite any choir grads home on Spring
Break to come and sing with us!

For the past month, we have also been working on
music for our upcoming Musical Review and
Coffee House, which will take place on May 9™.
Please mark your calendar! The exact title of our
show hasn’t been decided yet, but, just to give you
ahint, it will something on the order of “The Bible

in Fifty Words’, and those words will be conveyed
in skits, monologues, anthems and Broadway
ballads. Thefull Youth Choir will participatein
the show, and then, we will rework it for the group
going to Ocean Grove in June.

AND THEY WERE DANCI NG IN THE AIsLES!! If the
New York Times had reviewed the concert given by
the New Y ork Swing Exchange on Saturday, March
1%, that would be the headline! And peoplereally
were dancing in the aisles, between the bal cony
pews, and in the Narthex. The consensus of those
attending was that the next New Y ork Swing
Exchange concert should be held in the Social
Room, and that it should be a dance/concert! It's
just too hard to keep still when you hear those great
tunes played and sung so beautifully.

The intermission refreshnments provided by the

Y outh Choir members and their families and the
Fellowship Committee were plentiful and delicious.
The table was a veritable “ Brownie Heaven™.

We give avery, very big thank you to Pete Nobile
and the other band members for their wonderful,
joyful music and for splitting the proceeds of the
concert with the Y outh Choir Ocean Grove Fund.
Just a note — the Y outh Choir hasits own “Band’
made up of Matt Nobile, Matt Vermeersch and
Brendan Bostock. If you heard them play at the
Apple Festival, you know they are not your typical
High School Rock Band. They have style, finesse
and creativity beyond their years (and, they are
available for parties!)

We will be having at least two other fund raisers:
One will be araffle for afree weekend for two at
the Albatross Hotel in Ocean Grove, New Jersey
and another will be a“boutique style” recycling
table (Flea Market, if you will--Seethe articlein
thisissue on page 2) at the Earth Day celebration,
April 27" (See the article in thisissue on this
page).

Youth Choir News Makers. Congratulationsto
Caroline Curtis, who was selected to sing in the
All-County Choral Festival on April 4™, to Julie
Fogden, who has been selected for an internship at
the Smithsonian Institute during Spring Break, and
to al New Paltz Band and Choir members for an
excellent Scholarship Concert! Many of our choir
members were active in winter sports. Special
mention goes to Matt Vermeersch, whoisa
member of the Championship New Paltz Swim
Team. Catherine Bird, Brendan Bostock, and
Jordan Stern are members of the Nordic Ski Team,
Section 9 Champions! And Jordan Sern, 10"
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grader, is presently in Alaska at the Junior
Olympics! Jon Sernisthe Nordic Ski Coach. For
the first time we have awrestler in Y outh choir.
Sean Harrington had a very successful season as a
member of the Varsity Wrestling Team. Michele
Harrington played her final year as a member of
the New Paltz Girls' Varsity Basketball Team,
which came from behind to almost make it to the
championship contest. Adrienne Watts was a
talented rookie on the JV team. Maddy
Harrington, Lizzy Dressel, and Abby King all were
on the modified Girls' Basketball Team, and Kyle
Hoffman was on the Boys' Modified Team. We
don't get to read about the Junior Varsity and
Modified teams in the newspapers, but they work
hard and are the athletes you will read about in the
futurel Sam Owen and Tyler Renus both played in
town team; and Brianna Bixler. In March,
Caroline Curtis, Michele Harrington, Rebecca
Renus, Ned Bixby, and Dave King performed in the
New Paltz High School musical “ Guys and Dolls”,
and Helen Spencer-Wallace helped with set
painting. Nancy Owen was the director.

Earth Day Sunday 2008
Celebration Changed to Sunday, April 27"

In consideration of our friends who celebrate
Passover, we have changed the date of our annual
celebration this year from Sunday, April 20 to
Sunday, April 27. Please mark your calendars.

The theme of our event is:

our home, our church, our
community —Let’sjust doit!

Please call Janet/Jim O’ Dowd at 255-4170, Cheryl
Alloway at 658-3552, or Adriana Havnaer at
256-0332, or e-mail Janetod@juno.com to learn
ways you can get involved and continue this annual
tribute to God' s creation.

We certainly appreciate any and all of your support
and help!

Thank you.
Your Caring for Creation Committee

R A I\

Our Shut-Ins

Clara Bockmann

Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
P.O. Box 909, New Paltz 12561
Fran Buchanan

Mountain View

Celia Coulter

3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz

Doris George

Mountain View

Jean Langwick

60 South Manheim Blvd., New Paltz
Carl Lillberg

16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz
Martha McKenna

Moran’s Rest Home, 1741 State Route 32, Modena,
12548

Helen Parker

Mountain View

Fran Seaholm

Mountain View

Jesse C. Welwoodkunz

Hyde Park Nursing Home

4975 Route 9

Staatsburg, NY 12580

Jane Wright

Valley Vista

141 North Rd.

Highland 12528
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Membersand Friendsin the Armed Forces
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Please pray for these members of the Armed
Forces:

Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane
Freer, Corey Greener, P.F.C. Andrew J.
Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob Kouhout, Jessica
Ruschak, James Van Alst, Sewart Van Deusen, Jr,
Pvt. 2 class Daniel Van Leuven

Notes From Consistory

The Consistory met on March 4, 2008. Elder
Dennis Pannuto’ s resignation from Consistory was
accepted. The Nominating Committee nominated
Gail Yonnetti to replace Deacon David Miller and
Ann Phillips to replace Elder Dennis Pannuto. The
Consistory moved the acceptance of these
nominations.

Muriel Bixler, Ann Barber Smith, Cheryl Alloway
and Ann Phillips have been working on the church
Website. It should be ready later in March.

A choair director from Cambridge, England stopped
by the church and wants to bring his choir to singin
the United States, maybe here.

The Membership Committee has discussed an
expanded version of the Lay Care Committee.(see
article on page 3 inthisissue). On April 6" there
will be arecognition of the members of the Lay
Care Committee. The Membership Committeeis
updating the pamphlets about the church and wants
to place them in a prominent rack.

The Finance Committee will prepare next year’s
budget for October, so the committee will meet
with other committee chairsin mid-September.

Donors to the Jamison House will receive letters
regarding their dollars donated to the purchase of
the Jamison House.

The Property Committee approved several uses of
the church buildings, i.e. Nursery School, 90 Miles,
and the Lifetime Learning Institute. They also
approved Twice Blessed doing some reorganizing
of the sorting areain the shop, paid for by Twice
Blessed. Twice Blessed is also paying for the
remodeling of a church bathroom.

Ann Phillipsisthe new chair of the Missions and
Outreach Committee.

The next Consistory meeting is Tuesday, April 1% at
7:30 p.m.

Joyce Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory

God and TV Commercials

A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked
her classto look at TV commercials and seeif they
could use them in some way to communicate ideas
about God. The following are their contributions:

God islike...Bayer Aspirin — He works miracles
Godislike...a Ford — He'sgot abetter idea.
Godislike...COKE — He'sthereal thing.

Godislike...
send His very best.

God islike... TIDE — He gets the stains out that
others leave behind.

Godislike...
thingsto life.

God islike...SEARS...He has everything.

Godislike...ALKA-SELTZER — Try Him, you'll
like Him.

Godislike...DELTA — He' sready when you are.

Godislike...ALLSTATE - You'rein good hands
with Him.

He cares enough to

—He brings good

Godislike... " He holds
through all kinds of weather.
Godislike... —Aren’t you glad you have

Him? Don’t you wish everybody did?

Godislike...theU. S. Post O fi ce —Neither
rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor ice will keep Him
from His appointed destination.

Godislike...# -- the heartbeat of
America

Godislike... — Good to the very last
drop

Godislike... —Heisthe quicker picker

upper...can handle the tough jobs...and He won't
fall apart on you.

from the Internet
JJJJJJJIJJIJIJIJIJII
OneThing To Never Forget!
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Your presenceis a present to the world.
Y ou'’ re unique and one of akind.

Your life can be what you want it to be.
Take the daysjust one at atime.

Count your blessings, not your troubles.

You' Il make it through, whatever comes along.
Within you are so many answers.

Understand, have courage, be strong.

Don't put limits on yourself.

So many dreams are waiting to be realized.
Decisions are too important to leave to chance.
Reach for your peak, your goal, and your prize.

Nothing wastes more energy then worrying

The longer one carries a problem, the harder it gets.
Don't take things too serioudly.

Live alife of serenity, not alife of regrets.

Remember that alittle love goes along way.
Remember that alot...goes forever.

Remember that friendship is awise investment.
Life' streasures are people...together.

And don't ever forget...
For even aday...
How very special you are.

Author unknown
Submitted by Bob Fuller

nrr\or\ow\ri\ririririryvr
Hot Chocolate

A group of graduates, well established in their
careers, were talking at a reunion and decided to go
visit their old university professor, now retired.
During their visit, the conversation turned to
complaints about stress in their work and lives.
Offering his guests hot chocolate, the professor
went into the kitchen and returned with alarge pot
of hot chocolate and an assortment of cups —
porcelain, glass, crystal, some plain looking, some
expensive, some exquisite —telling them to help
themselves to the hot chocol ate.

When they all had a cup of hot chocolate in hand,
the professor said, “Notice that all the nice looking,
expensive cups were taken, leaving behind the plain
and cheap ones. Whileit isnormal for you to want
only the best for yourselves, that is the source of
your problems and stress. The cup that you're
drinking from adds nothing to the quality of the hot
chocolate. In most cases, it isjust more expensive
and in some cases even hides what we drink. What
all of you really wanted was hot chocolate, not the

cup; but you consciously went for the best cups...
and then you began eyeing each other’s cups.

Now consider this: Lifeisthe hot chocolate; your
job, money and position in society are the cups.
They are just tools to hold and contain life. The
cup you have does not define, nor change the
quality of thelife you have. Sometimes, by
concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the
hot chocolate that God has provided us. God makes
the hot chocolate; man chooses the cups. The
happiest people don’t have the best of everything.
They just make the best of everything they have.
Livesimply. Love generously. Care deeply.
Speak kindly. And enjoy your hot chocolate.

submitted by Barbara Lane

Staff:
Editor: Joyce Gartrell
Back-up Editor: Evelyn Flavin
Proof-reader: Lee Gartrell
Pastor: Howard B. Major |11

Monthly publication of The Reformed Church of New Paltz
92 Huguenot St. New Paltz, NY
12561
(845) 255-6340
www.r efor medchur chofnewpaltz.org

Information and articles are due on the following
Tuesdays: April 15, May 13, June 17, 2008 and may be
mailed, e-mailed, faxed, dropped off at the church, and in
emergencies, phoned into the editor. Y our contributions are
encouraged.

Send articles and information to the church or to:

Joyce Gartrell
181 N. Putt CornersRd.
New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 255-8314
Fax (845) 255=3347
E-mail: gartrelljl@aol.com
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Next Trunpeter Deadli ne
Tuesday, April 15, 2008




