M ar ch 2008 Volume 47, Number 3

Lord, | do not know what this day will hold. | only ask that you
hold mvy hand and grant me g giie i

Apology from the Editor

The answers to the minister’ s Christian Literacy
Quiz all showed up very neatly in the box on my
computer, so | thought | was sending all 10 answers
in the February issue. Unfortunately, the computer
does its own thing every once in awhile and, lo and
behold,. only six of the answers were printed. So
here are the last four questions and their answers:

7. What did Jesus not say?
a) God helps those who help themselves
b) The poor you have aways with you. ¢)
An eyefor an eye and atooth for atooth d)
Blessed are the strong for God is with them
8. Paul was
a) an apostle b) atentmaker c) aJew d)
a carpenter
9. Which Bible book did St. Paul not write?
a) Colossians b) Acts c¢) Titus d)
Philemon
10. Mary Magdalenein the Bible was
a) aprostitute b) an apostle c) the sister
of Martha d) possessed by demons

7)a&c&d 8b 9b 10)d

See page 6 of thisissuefor more completeinfo.
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The New York Swing Exchange

Looking for something to do to break up the
monotony of those cold dark winter evenings? Join
us on Saturday night, March 1%, asthe New Y ork
Swing Exchange, a seventeen-piece swing band,
performs a benefit concert of jazz and swing
standards for the Y outh Choir. The band includes
many local musicians, including Peter Nobile on
the double bass. Y ou may have seen Peter
accompanying the various choirs on both the
electric and acoustic bass. Come see The NewY ork

Swing Exchange at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, March
1%, in the Reformed Church sanctuary. Price of
admission is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for
children 12 and under. Refreshments will be served
during intermission.

For more information on the band, check their
website: www.newyorkswingexchange.com.

Lisa Curtis, Chair, Fellowship Committee
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Quys and Dol | s IsComing!

Everybody’ s favorite musical is coming to New
Paltz, New Paltz High Schooal, that ist On March
13" through the 15" New Paltz High School
students will bring this toe-tapping musical comedy
to life. So, mark your calendars now. Youwon't
want to missit. Evening performances begin at
7:30, and the Saturday matinee at 2:00 p.m. Senior
citizens are invited free of charge Thursday night,
but only with advanced reservations, so call 256-
4175, ext. 1803 for reservations and additional
information.

New Paltz Reformed Church has many members
involved in the production. Six very talented high
school students from our church are performing in
the show (Ned Bixby, Caroline Curtis, Brooke
Frey, Michele Harrington, David King and
Rebecca Renus). Helen Spencer-Wallace (a
member of the Y outh Choir) islending her artistic
skillsto the set design for the play. Nancy Owen is
directing the show, Kate Weston is the
choreographer, Amy King designed and made the
“Hot Box Girls” costumes and Peter Nobileis

playing bassin the pit band. SO, PLEASE COVE,
SUPPORT THE STUDENTS, AND SEE A GREAT
SHOW

Nancy Owen




Have you ever noticed the colorful emblems above
the columns at the front of the church? If not, take
alook at them sometime during a boring sermon.
They represent the two traditions that intertwined
to make our church.

The emblem over the left column is about our
Dutch Reformed heritage. The coat-of-arms of
William of Orangeis at its center. William, also
known as William the Silent, led the Dutch

peopl €' s struggle for freedom to practice their
Reformed faith four centuries ago. Over the coat of
armsisthe Latin motto, “Nisi Dominus Frustrro” or
“Without God, Frustration”. Without God, lifeis
frustrating and empty. Only with God's help can
we succeed. Below the armsis the Dutch
inscription, “ Eendracht Maakt” or “Union Makes
Strength”. We are stronger together than alone.
Thisiswhy we have the church.

The Huguenot cross above the column on the right
stands for our French Reformed heritage. The
eight-pointed crossis the cross of France. Four
fleurs-de-lis are set between the crossarms. The
fleur delisisaso asymbol of France aswell asa
symbol of purity. Beneath each lily isaheart
representing love. The symmetrical crosswith
arms all the same length symbolizes the healing
wholeness Jesus bringsus. Thelilies and hearts
bring to mind Jesus’ sinlessness and love.

Descending from the crossis adove. When Jesus
was baptized, the Holy Spirit came down upon him
in the form of adove. The doveisareminder that
Jesusis still sending down his Spirit upon his
disciples.

But there is another emblem in our church. Do you
know whereit is? High above the fireplace in the
Fireside Room of the Wullschleger Building is
another picture of alily, but surrounded by thorns.
Theinscription encircling the lily and thornsis
from the Song of Songs 2:2 in the Bibleand isin
Dutch. It reads, “ Gelijck een |elie onder de
doornen, so is mijne vrienddinne onder de
dochteren” or “Asthe lily among the thorns, so is
my love among my daughters’.

Asflowers can still grow up and bloom even
among thorns and weeds, we also can grow and

flourish even amidst life' s difficulties. St. Paul
refersto amysterious “thorn in the flesh” that he
was given in 2 Corinthians. What that thorn was,
wedon't know. Perhapsit was a physical handicap
or achronicillness. In spite of thethornin his side,
Paul’ s faith grew and flourished. Jesuswas
crowned by soldiers with thorns despite his
innocence. The thorns became hisroyal crown of
glory. Often the thorns with which we are afflicted
turn out to be our crowns of victory.

Howard Major
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Notes from Consistory

Property Committee—Thereisaleak in the
church roof. Water was found in the elevator.
There was arequest from Twice blessed for
improvement of their sorting area. Twice Blessed
will pay for the work.

Education Committee — 84 children are enrolled
in Sunday School. The Confirmation Classis
preparing a worship service for the children,
including abulletin for the service. Catherine Bird
has six 3-5-year-olds in her worship service during
Junior Choir practice.

Finances — The treasurer will send $3500 to the
Student Christian Center for our donation for 2007,
which was overlooked. Thisyear’s donation to the
Center of $3150 will be sent the latter part of this
year. The Methodist, Lutheran, Reformed Church
and the Presbytery send support for the Center.
Another representative on the Student Christian
Center Board is needed from our church. Adriana
Havnaer will be going off the board in June. Our
Missions Committee helped with the SCC
Thanksgiving dinner.

Portfolio Review — The performance of our
portfolio over five yearsis 9.5%. Asof 12/31/07
the endowment is valued at $1,005,817.09. Some
dollars have come back to the Student Loan Fund
allowing us enough dollars to fund new requests.
The maximum given is $1000.

Fellowship Committee — Lisa Curtis, chair,
welcomed Nathalie Alexander as the new
Membership Director.

Paper Banner in Sanctuary — David Lent called
the Consistory’ s attention to the banner hanging
from the balcony, covering the years 1690-2008.




He suggested that we add to the banner additional
significant occurrences and names in 2008 to put
into the archives. Thisyear isalso the 50"
anniversary of the Wullschleger Building.

Jamison House — The Jamison Foundation has
formally removed the house from sale to the church
at thistime. A motion was passed stating that
whereas the Consistory received aletter from the
Jamison Foundation withdrawing the house from
sale, it isthe decision of the Consistory to not
pursue purchase of the house at thistime. A
motion al so was passed stating that we will seek
advice from the Reformed Church of Americato
determine the appropriate way to return funds that
were donated for this purchase, and if there are any
other liabilities that must be addressed.

Next Consistory meeting —Tuesday, March 4,
2008 at 7:30 p.m.

Joyce Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory
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NOOMA Films

“In my basement...sitsavelvet Elvis, agenuine
bought-by-the-side-of -the-road velvet Elvis. Andto
say that this painting captures The King in al his
glory would be an understatement. It's not the
young Elvis —the one with the slicked-back hair in
those concert photos in which he's playing a guitar
that’ s not plugged in. And it’s not the old Elvis —
the big one in the shiny cape. My painting isthe
‘Pre-doughnut Elvis'. But | think the best part of
my Velvet Elvisisthe lower |eft-hand-corner,
where the artist simply wrote acapital R and then a
period.”

What if, Rob Bells asksin his book Velvet Elvis, R,
when he was done with his masterpiece, announced
that there was no need for any other paintings
because he had created the ultimate masterpiece.
We would think R. was crazy.

As art changes and morphs through time, the ways
in which Christians live out their faith also changes.
God doesn’t change, but times do. Bell goeson to
say that for two thousand years the followers of
Jesus have continued to change and transform. To
come up with new understandings of their faith for
their times. Thereis no time-bound doctrine of
what it means to be a Christian that is the last word,
the very best never to be surpassed.

Bell, aformer surfer, isthe founding pastor of the
Mars Hill church in Michigan located in a shopping
mall that the church purchased. Bell transcends
labels like mainline or evangelical. His speaking
engagements around the country are sold out
monthsin advance. He has created a series of short
films he callsNOOMA in avariety of settings
(such asadiner). Bell discussesfaith and the Bible
inintriguing ways.

Three of these 20-minute films will be shown the
first three Sundaysin March, i.e. March 2, March
9,and March 16, from 7—-8:15 p.m. in the
Firesidde Room. Therewill be a discussion of the
films after their showing. Y ou may be surprised
and provoked by Bell, but not bored.

Join us for some stimulating discussions.
Howard Major
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Membersand Friendsin the Armed Forces
Please pray for these members of the Armed
Forces:

Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane
Freer, Corey Greener, P.F.C. Andrew J.
Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob Kouhout, Jessica
Ruschak, James Van Alst, Sewart Van Deusen, Jr,
Pvt. 2" class Daniel Van Leuven

The Lord is my strong defender;

He is the one who has saved me.

He is my God, and | will praise Him,
my father’s God, and | will

sing about His greatness

Exodus 15:2

A Poem for Douglas H. Sheppard
(7/30/22-1/22/08)
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Doug Sheppard served with Tom Benenati on the
Paltz Club Members' Welfare Committee for
several years. Hewas, in away, a protégé of Tom,
who insisted Doug give the report on Member
Welfare at each meeting. Doug’ s appearance gave
rise to light-hearted interchanges between Doug
and the club members each time he reported. This
poem was written at the meeting of January 24,
2008, just two days after his death. It was read by
Susan Kraat at the Memorial Service for Doug at
the Reformed Church of New Paltz on February 2,
2008.

Sunshine

Audrey’s man
Roland’s ol’ buddy
Dave's partner

For atime he was ours.

That soft shuffle to the center

That smooth delivery

That quick ear to pick up the heckle

That quick spin and grin

That lightning finger

And seamless, painless cut and reply

What an honor to have someone else’ sillness
Thus reported!

Al Marks

Deaths: Ruth Blatchly, died December 23, 2007
George A. Danskin, December 2, 1938-January 28,
2008

Douglas Howard Sheppard, February 30, 1922-
January 22, 2008

Robert J. Tompkins, November 28, 1943-January

shal | be your strength.
Isaiah 30:15

Getting To Know Y ou continues to meet on the
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in the
Socia room of the church from 11 am. until 2 p.m.
Card tables full of people alive with conversation
and avariety of games from dominoesto Kingsin
the Corner all make for a fun time together.

The lunch break, at tables colorfully decorated,
consists of sandwiches we each have brought from
home while beverage and dessert are supplied.

We are always happy to greet new people, so do
come and bring afriend. If you have any questions,
phone Joan Davison at 883-6660.

Joan Davison
So@eee o,
Finances— January 2008

Pledges $18482
Denominational Assessment 2241
Loose Collection 649
Miscellaneous 1035
Room Use 780
Endowment Earnings 4364
TOTAL INCOME 27551
TOTAL EXPENSE 21350
January Mission of the Month 336

Charles W. Stratton 3™, Treasurer
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Our Shut-Ins

Clara Bockmann

Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
P.O. Box 909, New Paltz 12561

Fran Buchanan

Mountain View

Celia Coulter

3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz

Doris George

Mountain View




Jean Langwick

60 South Manheim Blvd., New Paltz
Carl Lillberg

16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz
Martha McKenna

14 Tricor Ave., New Paltz
Helen Parker

Mountain View

Fran Seaholm

Mountain View

Jesse C. Welwoodkunz
Hyde Park Nursing Home
4975 Route 9

Staatsburg, NY 12580
Jane Wright

Valley Vista

141 North Rd.

Highland 12528

ThereOnce Was a Church

If you missed the story of There Once Was a
Church, read afew weeks ago to begin the church
school’ s Lenten Project, you missed our story.
(Our church’s, that is.) Itisataesimilar to The
Giving Tree that describes a church asking God for
help: help to teach the children of the church about
God, help with music and specia flowersto
worship God in beauty, help to support the poor,
the lonely, those who never knew or have forgotten
about God’s love.

God' s response to each petitioning prayer isthat He
has given the church everything they need to
accomplish their needs. He has given the church
people—Us. Redly, isn't that what a church is?
We have beautiful buildings and grounds, but the
real beauty, the real church, isits people. We have
volunteers who sacrifice their time and talents to
teach, sing, donate, work and play, al to
demonstrate God’ s love.

This Lenten season the church school is busy doing
God'swork. Children and teachers are sacrificing
their time, using their talents to help others and
perform conscious acts of kindness. When they
have completed an “act”, they can fill out ared

paper brick and bring it with them to church. There
isa cardboard church up by the pulpit with extra
bricks, scissors, a pen and a glue stick to secure the
brick onto the church. Together we are hoping to
complete enough “bricks of kindness’ to build our
model church.

Thisis open to everyone in the congregation, not
just the church school. We will need your acts of
kindness to complete our church. And, please,
don’'t be shy about putting your brick up. Think of
it asalight shining so others may see your good
works (sound familiar?) Hopefully, these planned
actions will inspire us and set a foundation for the
future.

Please get involved.

Bible Trivia Challenge

During the months of January and February the
church school members have had the opportunity to
enter aBible Trivia contest. Each week anew quiz
is put up on the board and any interested students
can take home a copy, completeit, and return it the
next Sunday. The class with the highest percentage
of entrieswins breakfast for their class. (Those that]
entered get to decide the menu.) Thisyear's
winners are the 4" - 6™ grade class members. The
credit goes to Maddy Finnegan, Emma Hoffman,
Kaya Jordan, and Katherine Curtisfor their
entries. (The 2™ and 3" grade had three entries, all
from Jennifer Cook. The Kindergarten and first
grade class had two entries, one each from Adi and
Will Jordan. Congratulationsto all who entered!

On February 10 we had our first Biblical Super
Bowl contest, with each grade represented by afour
member team. We are combining the age levels
and dividing them into two teams for a Sanctuary
Showdown on February 24™. Moreinformation in
the next trumpeter. Stay tuned...

Nancy Owen, Director, Christian Education

Women’'s White Breakfast

Women are invited to gather at the Fair Street
Reformed Church in Kingston for the annual White
Breakfast on Holy Thursday, Mar ch 20, 2008.
The Continental Breakfast starts at 9:20 am. with
worship following at10:15 am.

For more information and car pooling call Jeanne
McCullough at 255-1518
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problems, we need to be still. God
wants us to be still so He can untangle
the knot.

O T O T s

AnswersToLast Month’s
Religious Literacy Quiz

1. ¢) Paul. Thefour gospels (literally “Good
News') are Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. They are accounts of Jesus’ life from
different perspectives. Paul did not write a
gospel, but he wrote most of the New
Testament epistles or letters.

2. d). none of the above. Although there were
trees bearing every kind of fruit in the
Garden of Eden, Genesis doesn’t specify
the fruit Eve was tempted by. (Genesis
3:3) Thefruit did come from the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. What
sort of fruit do you think such atree might
bear? Of course, the Dressels staunchly
maintain the tradition that the fruit was an
apple, aMclntosh!

3. a) & d). Marriage and Confirmation.
Catholics have seven sacraments. Baptism,
The Eucharist (Communion), Penance
(confession), Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination, and Extreme Unction
(anointing of sick and dying). Protestants
have only two: Baptismand the Lord’s
Supper. | believe thereis not enough
evidence in the Bible for more than the two
sacraments we recogni ze.

4. c) & b) depending on which Bible.
Hezekiah was a king of Judah and thereis

no book named after him. Susannais not
included in Protestant and Jewish Bibles.
Susannais among the Apocryphal books
which are inspirational and enlightening
but judged iffy asto historicity and divine
inspiration. The Apocryphal books are
included in the Catholic Bible. Incidentally
Susannaisagreat read: lust, innocence, an
evil plot, and a happy ending.

¢) Thou shall not lie. There are many sins
not specifically named in the Decal ogue
(fancy name for the Big Ten). Lyingisone
of them. Lying usually isincluded in
Commandment No. 9: “Thou shall not bea
false withess against thy neighbor.”
(Exodus 20:16)

¢) inhospitality. Middle Easterners took
hospitality extremely seriously. Strangers
were to be welcomed and protected.
Instead of protecting Abraham and Lot, the
Sodomites attempted to rape them, an act
of supreme inhospitality and humiliation.
Unfortunately, Lot then offered up his
daughters as substitutes (Genesis 19:8)

a), ¢) & d) Ben Franklinisresponsible for
“God helps those who help themselvesin
his ‘Poor Richard’s Almanac’. Jesus did
not say “An eye for an ey and atooth for a
tooth” but its opposite. “Do not resist one
who isevil, but if anyone strikes you on the)
right cheek, turn to him the other also.”
(Matt. 5:39) Nor doesthe Bible say
“Blessed are the strong for God iswith
them. Rather the Bible says “Blessed are
the meek for they shall inherit the earth”
(Matt. 5:5) and strength is made perfect in
weakness.

a), b) & c) St. Paul was an apostle,
tentmaker, and a Jew. Jesus stepfather
Joseph was a carpenter and Jesus probably
was also.

a) Paul did not write the book of Acts.
Acts (Praxisin Greek) is Luke' s sequel to
his bestseller, “ The Gospel of Luke’. Acts
follows the disciples as they carry on the
work of Jesus after his Ascension.




10. d) Mary Magdalene (from the town of
Magdala) was possessed by seven demons.
Jesus cast them out (Luke 8:2). Thereisno
evidence that Mary was a prostitute or the
woman caught in adultery about to be
stoned. Nor isthere evidence that Mary
M agdal ene was the woman who washed
Jesus' feet, dried them with her hair, and
anointed his feet with precious cil. Mary
was among the women present at Jesus
crucifixion (Mark 15:40-41), and John says
Mary Magdalene was the first person Jesus
appeared to after his resurrection. (John
20:14) Some scholars now believe Mary
was an apostle or leader in the early
church. Thetradition isthat Mary ended
up in Egypt and died there.

Howard Major
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Some Questions To Provokethe Mind

Our New Y ear’ s resol ution-making time has
passed. Some of us probably didn’t even make any,
some of us have already broken at |east one that we
did make, and some of us are still following
through on our resolutions. The following
guestions are just afew of the 500 questionsin the
book by Evelyn McFarlane and James Saywel
entitled -- IF ...

Y ou may learn something remarkable about
yourself with some of the questions. Some may
make you laugh or cry. They can aso stimulate
challenging discussions. Herethey are to
encourage your reflection:

If you found out for certain that Heaven
and Hell really existed, how would you
change your Life?

If you had to choose the one thing that
gives you most comfort, what would it be?

If you could name one smell that makes
you nostalgic, what would it be?

If you had to name one thing that really
makes your day, what would it be?

If you had to name one thing that can
readily ruin your day, what would it be?

If you had to eliminate one emotion from
your life, what would it be?

If you had to name your greatest
accomplishment in life, what would it be?

If you found yourself at the Pearly Gates
and had one chance to make a case for your
entry, what would you way?

If you had to give the same gift to everyone
you know next Christmas, what would it
be?

If you had to name the single best deed a
stranger has done for you in your lifetime,
what would it be?

If you had to name the one time you truly
went “beyond the call of duty,” when
would it be?

If you had to name the single most
important thing in your life, what would it
be?

If you could have asked Jesus Christ one
thing just before the crucifixion, what
would it have been?

If you could have one extra hour each day
to do only one thing, what would you do in
that hour?

If you could have God perform one miracle
today, what would it be?

If you were to name the one choicein life
that you would never want to make again,
what would it be?

from The Florida Nurse 55: no.1 — March 2007
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The Timesof Our Lives

On the first day, God created the dog and said: “Sit
al day by the door of your house and bark at
anyone who comesin or walks past. For this, | will
giveyou alife span of twenty years.”

The dog said, “ That's along time to be barking.
How about only ten years, and I'll give you back
the other ten? So God agreed.
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On the second day, God created the monkey and
said, “Entertain people, do tricks, and make them
laugh. For this, I'll give you atwenty-year life
Span.”

The monkey said, “Monkey tricks for twenty years?
That's a pretty long time to perform. How about |
give you back ten like the dog did?” And God
agreed.

On the third day, God created the cow and said,
“You must go into the field with the farmer all day
long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give
milk to support the farmer’s family. For this, | will
giveyou alife span of sixty years.”

The cow said, “ That’s kind of atough life you want
meto live for sixty years. How about twenty and
I'll give back the other forty?” And God agreed
again.

On the fourth day, God created man and said, “Eat,
dleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll
give you twenty years.”

But man said, “Only twenty years? Could you
possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave
back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the
dog gave back? That makes eighty, okay?’

“Okay,” said God, “You asked for it.”

So that iswhy for our first twenty years we eat,
deep, play and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty
years we slave in the sun to support our family. For
the next ten years we do monkey tricks to entertain
the grandchildren. And for the last ten years we sit
on the front porch and bark at everyone.

Life has now been explained to you.

from the Internet
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Visiting Dog

An old, tired looking dog wandered into the yard. |

could tell from his collar and well-fed belly that he

had ahome. He followed me into the house, down

the hall, and fell adeep inacorner. An hour later

he went to the door, and | let him out. The next day

he was back, resumed his position in the hall, and
dept for an hour. This continued for several weeks.

Curious, | pinned anoteto hiscollar: “Every
afternoon your dog comes to my house for a nap.”

The next day he arrived with a different note
pinned to his collar: “Helivesin ahome with ten
children — He' strying to catch up on hissleep. Can
I come with him tomorrow?”’

submitted by Mary Cotton Miller

Just A Deck of Cards?

It was quiet that day. The guns and mortars, and
land mines hadn’t been heard for some reason. Thej
young soldier knew it was Sunday, the holiest day
of the week. As he was sitting there, he got out a
deck of cards and laid them out across his bunk.
Just then an army sergeant came in and said, “Why
aren’t you with the rest of the platoon?’ The
soldier replied, “I thought | would stay behind and
spend some time with the Lord.” The sergeant
said, “Looksto me like you're going to play cards.”
The soldier said, “No, sir. You see, sincewe are
not allowed to have Bibles or other spiritual books
in this country, I’ ve decided to talk to the Lord by
studying this deck of cards.” The sergeant asked in
disbelief, “How will you do that?” “Y ou seethe
Ace, Sergeant? It reminds me that thereis only one|
God. The Two represents the two parts of the
Bible, Old and New Testaments. The Three
represents the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost. The
Four stands for the Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John.. The Fiveisfor thefive virgins.
There were ten, but only five of them were
glorified. The Six isfor the six daysit took God to
create the Heavens and Earth. The Seven isfor the
day God rested after making His Creation. The
eight isfor the family of Noah and his wife, their
three sons and their wives — the eight people God
spared from the flood that destroyed the Earth. The)
Nineisfor the lepers that Jesus cleansed of leprosy.
He cleansed ten, but nine never thanked Him. The
Ten represents the Ten Commandments that God
handed down to Moses on tablets made of stone.
The Jack is areminder of Satan, one of God’ s first
angels, but he got kicked out of heaven for his sly
and wicked ways and is now the joker of eterna
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Hell. The Queen standsfor Virgin Mary. The
King stands for Jesus, for heisthe King of all
kings. When | count the dots on all the cards, |
come up with 365 total, one for every day of the
year. There are atotal of 52 cardsin a deck — 52
weeksin ayear. Thefour suits represent the four
seasons. Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter. Each suit
has thirteen cards — there are exactly thirteen weeks
in a quarter.

So, when | want to talk to God and thank Him, |
just pull out this old deck of cards, and they remind
me of al that | have to be thankful for.”

The sergeant just stood there. After aminute, with
tearsin his eyes and pain in his heart, he said,
“Soldier, can | borrow that deck of cards?”’

Please let this be areminder and take time to pray
for all of our soldiers who are being sent away,
putting their lives on the line.

WwWWWWWWWWWAWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW
Hands

A basketball in my hands is worth about $19.

A basketball in Michael Jordan’s handsis worth
about 33 million.

It depends whose handsit’sin.

A baseball in my hands is worth about $6.

A baseball in Alex Rodriguez’ s handsis worth
millions.

It depends on whose handsit’sin.

A tennisracket is uselessin my hands.

A tennisracket in Andre Agassi’s handsisworth
millions.

It depends whose handsit’sin.

A rod in my hands will keep away an angry dog.
A rod in Moses' hands parted the mighty sea.
It depends whose handsit’sin.

A slingshot in my handsis akid' stoy.
A slingshot in David’ s hand was a mighty weapon.
It depends whose handsit’sin.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my handsisa
couple of fish sandwiches.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in Jesus' hands fed
thousands.

Nailsin my hands might produce a birdhouse.
Nailsin Jesus Christ’s hands produced salvation for
the entire world.

It depends on whose handsit’sin.

As you see how, it depends on whose handsit’sin.
So put your concerns, your worries, your fears,
your hopes, your dreams, your families and your
relationships in God' s hands because...

It depends on whose handsit’sin.

from the Internet

An atheist was taking awalk through the woods.
“What majestic trees! What powerful riversl What
beautiful animals!” he said to himself.

As he was walking alongside the river he heard a
rustling in the bushes behind him. He turned to
look and saw a seven-foot grizzly bear charging
towards him. Heran asfast as he could up the
path. Helooked over his shoulder and saw that the
bear was closing in on him. He looked over his
shoulder again, and the bear was even closer. He
tripped and fell to the ground. Herolled over to
pick himself up but saw the bear right on top of
him, reaching for him with his left paw and raising
his right paw to strike him.

At that instant the Atheist cried out to the Lord.

Time stopped, the bear froze, and the forest was
silent. A bright light shone upon the man, avoice
came out of the sky, “You deny my existence for al
these years, teach others | don’t exist, and even
credit creation to acosmic accident. Do you expect
me to help you out of this predicament? Am| to
count you as a believer?”’

The Atheist looked directly into the light, “I1t would
be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat
me as a Christian now, but perhaps could you make
the BEAR a Christian?’

“Very well,” said the voice.

Thelight went out. The sounds of the forest
resumed. And then the bear dropped his right paw,
brought both paws together, bowed his head, and
spoke: “Lord, bless thisfood, which | am about to
receive through Christ our Lord, Amen.”
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