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Lord, I do not know what this day will hold.  I only ask that you 
hold my hand and grant me a quiet trust in your faithfulness.  
Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

So I thought we’d kick off the confirmation retreat 
at Lake George with a few icebreakers, followed by 
a campfire sing along.  Maybe it was the songs 
(“Clementine” , “Working on the Railroad” , “Kum 
Bah Yah”) or the energy saving lights instead of a 
campfire, or the refusal of the guys to open their 
mouths…but as one disgruntled “ retreatant”  was 
heard to say at evenings end, “That was 
TORTURE!”   And I had to admit, it was.  Oh well, 
win some … lose some. 

A lot of fun was had despite unrelenting rain on 
Saturday; food so weird we had to guess what it 
was and a late night surprise pillow attack.  We 
played basketball, dodge ball, and ping-pong in the 
immense old timber gymnasium which we had to 
ourselves.  Maybe best of all was a game from 
ancient times (the 80s?) which Mrs. Peterle dug up 
in a yard sale and which everyone loved. 

Of course, there was serious time as well; an 
encounter with the teenage Christ through 
meditation and night devotions in the dark gothic 
stone chapel.  We had a compelling discussion of 
the Commandments, and in shock and awe, 
watched “The Passion of the Christ” .  The sun 
cleared for morning worship on a point jutting out 
into Lake George with spectacular views of water, 
islands, mountains and clouds. 

Thanks to the ten kids for patiently putting up with 
occasional moments of ‘ torture’ , and thanks to the 
chaperones – the Peterles and Doug Ley – for 
putting up with all of us. 

Howard Major 
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Who Needs I t? 

We ALL Need I t!!! 

Speaking of which … prayer, that is…the format of 
our church Prayer Support Group is changing.  
Instead of meeting together, we are creating a 
Telephone Prayer Chain.  If you would like to be 
part of this vital ministry, please call Carol 
Cruikshank at 255-0459 or Adriana Havnaer at 
256-0332. 
Adriana Havnaer 
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Carol Cortelyou Cruikshank 

 
December Mission of the Month 

Family of New Paltz especially needs our help 
during the holiday season.  They continue as 
December Mission of the Month. 
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Cathie – We Wish You Well! 

Many of us did not have a chance to bid Cathie 
Strang goodbye as she was rushing around packing 
and tying up loose ends in her endeavor to move to 
a warmer climate – Florida.  We will miss her. 

Cathie has been a long time member of this church, 
teaching church school kids and working with the 
youth, serving on Consistory and on many 
committees, helping out on various activities, 
chairing the prayer chain, and singing in the Senior 
Choir.  We will miss her smile, her positive 
attitude, friendly support, and willingness to help. 

Cathie will be joining friends and relatives in 
Spring Hill, Florida – 7360 Prince George Court, 
Spring Hill, 34606. 

Blessings to you, Cathie, in your new life. 

Jeanne McCullough 

 

�
� � � � � � �� � � � 
 �� � �	 �� � � �

%� 
 � 
 � � �� � � �� ���#� ��� �#� � � �
 � � �� � 
 �� 	��� � ��� � � �� �
�
 � �� � �
 ��� � �� � �&�� � � � � ���' � �� � �� � 
 �� � �� �� �� 	 �� � 
#��
� � �� � � 
 � � 
 � � ���( � � ��� ��� � ��
 ����
 � � 
 ��� � � 
 � �� ��� �
 �
&
 ���� � �
 � � � � ����( � � �� 
 � ��� � � � � 
 � �� ��
 � �� ��
 � � �� � � �
� 
 �� � � �
 �� � 
 �
 �� �� �� � 
 � � � ��� �� � 
 �� � � � � 
 	� ���� 
 �	��
� � � � ����

� � �� �� 
 � �� 	�� � �� � �	� � � � ��� ��� � �� � 
 ��� � �
 � � � ��
� � � � �� � ��� 
 � � � � �� � 
 �� �� � ��	� ��� �� � #�� 	�� � � 
 ��� � � ���
( � � �� ) 
 � �� � � �� 
 � � ���� � �� �� � � �� ��� � � �� �� � �� � �
 �� 
 �� � �
� � 	� 
 � ����� � �� �� �� � �
 � � � �� � ��� � �� � � � �	�� � 
 ���� � �� ��� �
� � � 
 � �� � �� 
��#� � � �� � � � �� 	�	
 � � �� � �
 � � �
 � ��* � � � �

 � 
 ��� �� � � � � ��� �� 
 � � � ���� � 
 ��� �� � � �� � � � � � � 
 �
� � � � � � � ��� �� � � � 
 � �� 	�
 �� 
 �� � ��� � � ����� � 
 
 ��� � � �� � � � ��
� � �+��� � � �� 
� �

� � �� �� 
 � �
 � ��� � � 
 �� � � � � �� 	�� 
 � � 
 �� ��� �� ��� � �� � 
 � �� �
� 	���	� ���� � �	��� � ��� 	��� �� �� � 
 
 
 � �� 
 �� ��� ��� � �� � � � � � �
� �� � � � � �� ��� �� � 
 �� 
 � � 
 � � � � ��� �� � �
 �� � �� � �� � 
 �
 ��
� � �� � �&�� � � � � ��

� � �� �� � � � � � �� ��, 
 � �� 
 �� 	��� � �" � � � � �

Lots of Thank Yous! 

The family of Peter Fogden would like to thank the 
New Paltz Reformed Church for their support 
during a sad, difficult time.  The service was very 
moving and a real tribute to the man that Peter 
Fogden was, and will always be remembered as. 

Thank you to Beth Cornwell who was so gracious, 
kind and helpful.  Many thanks to her.  She is 
amazing.  Nancy Owen, Nancy Herforth, Sam Owen 
and friend, Chelsea, were also wonderful and 
supportive.  Thank you for your time in setting up, 
serving and cleaning up.  It was so appreciated and 
will not be forgotten.  Of course, as usual, Howard 
was a calming, distinguished presence and knew 
the right words to say. 

Thank you as well to all who paid respect to a true 
gentleman, Peter Fogden. 

With many thanks, 
The family of Peter Fogden 

Thanks, Thanks, Thanks 

Many thanks for your prayers, cards, concerns and 
food donations during my recent illness.  I am now 
on the road to recovery. 

Jeanne McCullough 

How Can We Thank You? 

Sometimes thank you just doesn’ t seem enough to 
express the gratefulness one feels for the caring 
community in the New Paltz Reformed Church.  
Lee’s hospitalization was a surprise for us, but 
we’ re thankful that he is now home, and doing well, 
just trying to keep in mind that he is getting older.   
Since we have no better words than Thanks and 
Thank you, we offer those words for all the 
kindnesses and concern that were expressed for his 
well-being.  

Joyce and Lee Gartrell 

Ther e i s a dest i ny t hat  
makes us br ot her s;  

None goes hi s own way 
al one:  

Al l  t hat  we send i nt o t he 
l i ves of  ot her s 

Comes back i nt o our  own.  
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Edwi n Mar kham,  1852- 1940 

�

Getting To Know You 

Getting To Know You will celebrate Christmas 
with a par ty on Tuesday, December  8th.  Food and 
drink will be furnished, so don’ t br ing a 
sandwich. 

Any questions, phone Joan Davison at 883-6660. 

Joan Davison 

 

 

Church School 

Celebrating the Family Tree of Jesus 
This Advent season the Church School will be 
presenting a Jesse Tree during worship.  Each 
Sunday one or two of our classes will tell about the 
ancestry of Jesus, adding a symbol ornament as a 
reminder of all that came before our greatest gift. 

Our 5th and 6th grade class has even written a song 
about the Jesse tree.  (We have some very creative 
and talented kids!)  This, then is our celebration of 
Advent, and we hope you’ ll be there each Sunday 
to share it with us. 

Children and Worship 
On November 13th and 14th, Angie and Jay 
Rhinehart, Kara Henry and I spent fifteen hours 
training and learning about the philosophy and 
techniques of the Children and Worship program.  
The program is based on the Montessori method.  
We watched, discussed and practiced the many 
Biblical parables, dessert box stories, and Christian 
teachings that the program offers. 

The workshop was held up at the beautiful 
Woodstock Reformed Church, and we were able to 
meet and work with some of their staff who were 
also taking the class.  In the spring we are hoping to 
invite those members to our church for an 
opportunity to discuss and brainstorm on how the 
program went and hints and suggestions for ways to 
improve our teaching. 

A very special thanks to Twice Blessed for 
covering our tuition costs for the two-day 
workshop.  We have already started implementing 
the program into our curriculum and look forward 
to expanding it for older classes beyond 
kindergarten as well; also, a special thanks to the 
Rhineharts and Kara for giving up so much of their 
time to attend this workshop. 

Nancy Owen, Director of Christian Education 

 

Junior  and Youth Choir  Calendar 

November  
Wed. Nov. 25th – Junior Choir rehearsal 4:30 
Sun. Nov. 29th – Youth Choir rehearsal following 
worship service (11:15) 
December  
Wed. Dec. 2nd – Junior Choir rehearsal and 
decorate tree for Christmas Fair 4:30 
Thurs. Dec. 3rd – Youth Choir Pizza Dinner and 
rehearsal 6:00 p.m. – Social room 
Sun. Dec. 6th – Youth Choir rehearsal 11:30 in the 
Social room 
Tues. Dec. 8th – Special Youth Choir Christmas 
Program – Valley Vista Adult Residence 
(Highland) – meet in Social room 6:00; program 
begins 7:30. 
Wed. Dec. 9th – Junior Choir 4:30 
Thurs. Dec. 10th – Youth Choir rehearsal 7-8:15  
Sun. Dec. 13th – Youth choir short rehearsal 11:30 
in the sanctuary.  4:00 – Youth Choir meets in 
Social room for warm-up and robing.  5:00 
Candlelight Service begins. 
Wed. Dec. 16th – Junior Choir – Christmas Caroling 
and party 3:30-5:15 p.m. 
Thurs. Dec. 24th – All choirs sing for Christmas Eve 
service.  (Youth Choir graduates are invited to sing 
with us.) 

Youth Choir  
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Congratulations to our choir members who have 
just finished their fall session in the following 
sports:  New Paltz Boys Varsity and Roundout 
Boys Modified Soccer; New Paltz Girls Varsity, 
JV, and Modified Soccer; New Paltz Varsity and 
Tillson Modified Football; New Paltz and Kingston 
Varsity Cross Country; New Paltz Girls Swimming 
Team; New Paltz Modified Volleyball as well as 
town teams in New Paltz and Kingston. 

Choir members also participate in their school 
choirs and bands.  Several choir members hold 
down jobs, and, of course, there’s school and 
homework  And I do think they manage to have fun 
sometimes! 

It is an important yearly exercise for me to go 
through this list and be amazed at the energy and 
talent of these young people.  And my gratitude for 
their participation in Youth Choir and other church 
activities is boundless!  I thank their parents, too, 
for all their efforts and the special encouragement 
and help they give in support of our work in Youth 
Choir. 

We are working hard on a special Holiday Program 
for the residents of Valley Vista (Highland).  Our 
visit there has become a Youth Choir tradition and 
is an important part of our out-reach mission.  This 
year’s concert will be on Tuesday, December 8th.  
The program begins at 7:30 p.m. and includes our 
Candlelight anthems as well as other music of the 
season, both sacred and secular.  Stop by if you 
can.  Valley Vista is located on North Road in 
Highland (just past the post office).  After the 
concert, the choir will have a “dessert”  party at the 
Plaza Diner. 

Junior  Choir  

This year’s Junior Choir Halloween “Haunted 
Room” was a work of art and just scary enough to 
bring a few tears of fright!  At the end, there was a 
‘walk-through’  for younger choir members and 
their brothers and sisters.  The lights were on and 
all haunting creatures took off their masks.  Many 
thanks to sixth grade choir members – Maddie 
Finnegan, Kaya Jordan, Julianna Rock, Alexis 
Santiago, Atraeju Stoever and Wesley Watts.  Beth 
Cornwell was our invaluable set-up manager, 
among many other things!  This crew worked hard 
Tuesday afternoon after school and Wednesday 

before rehearsal.  They transformed the Counting 
Room and the Pastor’s Robing Room into a secret 
gold mine and chamber of horrors, discovered 
during the recent Count Room renovations. 

Thanks to all the parents who helped with the party 
and clean up, which was accomplished with record 
speed!  Thanks also to Caroline Curtis and Julie 
Fogden for their extra help. 

All choir members are looking forward to the 
Christmas Season – to decorating the Social Room 
tree, to the Candlelight Concert and our Caroling – 
Christmas Party.  Again this year, after presenting a 
program at the Mountain View Care Center, we 
will return to the Social Room and make 
Gingerbread Houses. Our expert teacher will be 
Lee Gartrell, the Gingerbread House Master!  We 
look forward to seeing what our creative mentor 
and choir members will invent this year! 

Nancy Herforth, Director, Junior and Youth Choirs 

 

Chr istmas Shoppers Aler t!!! 

In addition to all the wonderful gifts you’ve 
purchased at the Christmas Fair, how about some 
delicious homemade cookies?  Come to the 
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CHOIR COOKIE 
WALK on Sunday, December 20th.  The Cookie 
Walk will take place in the Social Room 
immediately after the worship service during 
Coffee Hour.  All your favorite homemade cookies 
will be for sale by the pound.  Fill up as many 
boxes with as many different kinds of cookies as 
you wish. 

This special event is sponsored by the combined 
Junior, Youth, and Senior Choirs and their families.  
Proceeds go to the choirs for the purchase of music 
and supplies. 

We hope all of you will attend the world’s fastest 
fund-raiser! 

Nancy Herforth, Director, Junior and Youth Choirs 
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Chr istmas Cookie Magic 

There is in childhood’s treasure chest 
A custom I remember best— 
The special yearly family treat 
When we baked Christmas cookies sweet. 

An expert cook, Mom cast her spell, 
Her students creamed and sifted well. 
The room became a magic place, 
We watched Mom mix and knead with grace. 

Then every child, bright eyes aglow, 
Rolled flat a precious bit of dough, 
Cut out well-chosen shapes with care 
In spicy fragrant Christmas air. 

As cookies into oven went, 
Our mouths all watered at the scent… 
Till out they came a welcome sight, 
Quite golden brown and baked just right. 

Then each of us would sample one 
The very minute they were done, 
And frost the Santa, Christmas tree, 
Bell, star and reindeer shapes with glee. 

In modern kitchen I recall 
Our cookie fun when I was small. 
Get out Mom’s favorite recipes 
And plan to make some memories. 

--Louise Pugh Corder, Franklinville, NC 

 

 

Death:  William M. Irwin, September 2, 1917-
November 18, 2009 

 

 

Car ing For Creation Corner  
The day after Thanksgiving has been universally 
and widely identified as “Black Friday.”   The 
Christmas season begins.   The stores and malls are 
jammed.   Don’ t even think about visiting New 
York State’s second biggest tourist attraction--
Woodbury Common!   Gridlock traffic, cranky 
kids, junk snacks in the food court, and tacky 
excesses are everywhere. There exists the 
anticipation of credit card overload and lots and 
lots of STUFF.  

The question is why do we do all of this?  The 
answer is because it’ s a religious holiday, the birth 
of Jesus (?)!   If you think there might be something 
wrong with this picture, you’ re not alone.  A recent 
survey indicated that 70% of Americans would 
prefer less emphasis on gift giving and spending.  
The Center for a New American Dream 
(www.newdream.org) offers some holiday season 
advice:  

1.) Encourage more sharing, laughter and 
personal renewal. 

2.) Take a personal inventory of values 
and holiday goals, then simplify. 

3.) Give more consideration to the role of 
spirituality and religious traditions. 

4.) Build special memories with your 
children, showing greater concern for 
the environment. 

5.) Let your holidays be wrapped more in 
meaning and less in stuff. 

6.) Share with people who are less 
fortunate. 

7.) Do not spend beyond your means.  
8.) Visualize the kind of holiday you 

would like and ask yourself if your 
celebration reflects this ideal. 

9.) Review holiday related tasks and 
consider which activities you could 
scale back, ask for help or eliminate 
altogether. 
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10.) Which tasks are particularly enriching 
and worthy of more time and effort? 

11.) Talk with your family and get their 
feedback. 

12.) Give gifts of time, babysitting, car 
washing, pet sitting, lunch dates with 
an elderly relative or friend. 

13.) Teach someone a skill.                                                                                                                                     

In our own church we have the Christmas Fair, the 
crafts of Knit and Nibble and the recycling of Twice 
Blessed, which represent so much more of the spirit 
of Christmas. 

Hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving and a 
peaceful day after Thanksgiving! 

Jim O’Dowd, Caring for Creation Committee 

Also go to (www.simpleliving.com), “ Whose 
Birthday is it Anyway” . 
caringforcreationcaringforcreationcaringforcreationcaringforcreationca 

0ur  Shut-Ins 

Fran Buchanan 
Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
P.O. Box 909. New Paltz  12561 
Celia Coulter 
3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz 
Gladys DuBois 
44 Jenkinstown Rd., New Paltz 
Doris George 
Mountain View 
Millie Hague 
Mountain View 
Carl Lillberg 
Mountain View 
Martha McKenna 
Moran’s Rest Home 
1741 State Route 32, Modena, 12548 
Fran Seaholm 
Mountain View 
Jesse C. Welwood-Kunz 
Mountain View 
Jane Wright 
Ulster Wingate 
1 Wingate Way 
Highland, NY 12528 

 

 
 

 
Members and Fr iends in the Armed Forces 
Please pray for these members of the Armed 
Forces: 
Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane 
Freer, Brooke Greener, Corey Greener, P.F.C. 
Andrew J. Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob 
Kouhout, Denise and Jacob Lockwood, Nick 
Meredith, Jessica Ruschak, James Van Alst, 
Stewart Van Deusen, Jr, Pvt. 1st class Daniel Van 
Leuven.  

 

 
Baptism:  Grace Margaret Perry, daughter of 
Edward and Deidre Perry was baptized on 
November 1, 2009. 

�    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �    �  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
      When the star in the sky is gone, 
      When the kings and princes are home; 
      When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
      The work of the season begins; To find the lost; 
      To heal the broken; To feed the hungry; 
      To release the prisoner; To rebuild the nations; 
      To bring peace among brothers; 
      To make music in the heart. 

author unknown 

 

A Chr istmas Memory 

The waning light of day was dimly reflected in the 
glass ornaments that hung in the window.  Glass 
shades and mirrors seemed alive with twinkling 
sparkles of light that illuminated the small square 
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shop window.  It was beginning to snow, and the 
window panes were glistening.  The last customer 
had left¼ it was time to shut off the outside lights 
and put the `closed'  sign in the window.  It was 
Christmas Eve. 

The shadowy figure that had been peering through 
the window tapped on the glass.  Could he just 
come in for a moment to look?  It was late, and the 
snow was sticking to the ground outside, but a few 
minutes could mean a sale, and there were a few 
things to do before closing.  Joe motioned for him 
to come in.  The man slowly looked around with a 
searching gaze¼ as if waiting for that special 
something to catch his eye.  He was a curious 
fellow, Joe thought, neatly attired in wool pants and 
a jacket, yet his sleeves were frayed and worn, and 
in this cold winter night he had neither hat nor 
gloves, and wore only a thin scarf tied loosely 
around his neck. 

He moved slowly about, finally stopping in front of 
the most beautiful lamp he had ever seen.  The 
colors were soft and subtle¼ Joe reached over and 
turned the switch, and almost magically the lamp 
came alive.  The man stared at the lamp for the 
longest time.  With his fist clenched tightly around 
something, he began to speak softly.   
ªMagnificent¼ it' s so beautiful, like her¼ oh, she 
would be so happy¼ º  He mumbled again, barely 
audible sounds, and kept shifting a crumpled bill 
from hand to hand, finally slipping it into his 
pocket.  ªPlease, tell me, how much is the shade?º  
Joe answered, ªA hundred and fifty with the lamp, 
a hundred just for the shade.º  The crumpled bill 
came back out of his pocket¼ he knew it wasn' t 
nearly enough.  With his hands thrust into his 
pockets, he turned and walked toward the door.  
ªThanks for letting me come in ¼  g' night.º 

Joe had been busy with his closing chores, but had 
silently been observing the man.  He thought for a 
moment, and the glint of a wistful smile appeared.  
ªJust a minute, fella¼ I' ll be right back¼ don' t 
leave yet.º  Joe disappeared into the back of the 
store, and returned with a large box and mounds of 
tissue paper.  He gently removed the shade from the 
lamp base, wrapped it in the paper and lowered it 
into the box.  ªUhh, I think there' s been a 
mistake¼ I can' t afford this.º  Joe continued to 
pack the shade, finishing with a few pieces of tape 
to secure the top.  He then handed the gift to the 

bewildered man.  ªFor her¼  and a very Merry 
Christmas to you.both.º  The man was stunned; he 
couldn' t believe what had just happened.  He 
thought that he might even be dreaming.  After 
what seemed like an eternity, he clutched the box 
tightly in his arms, stared long and hard into Joe' s 
eyes and quietly said, ªGod bless you,. and Merry 
Christmas to you, too.º 

As the man stepped out onto the street, Joe watched 
as he walked slowly down the hill, leaving prints in 
the freshly fallen snow.  His own voice echoed in 
the once again quiet shop ¼  ªMerry Christmas, 
fella¼ º 

Barbara Lane 
a true story 

 

Angel 

Six store Christmas angels shone 
Aloft with all their might. 
Seventh was a scallywag 
Who simply would not light. 

Master electrician was 
Dispatched to scene with speed. 
Said, ªIf you' ll just plug him in, 
That' s all the help he' ll need.º 

When you find a surly soul 
Who simply will not shine, 
Why not try to plug him in 
And find his power line? 

Carol Cortelyou Cruikshank 
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