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Lord, I do not know what this day will hold.  I only ask that you 
hold my hand and grant me a quiet trust in your faithfulness.  

Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Dear friends, 

Teachers in the congregation have told me how 
important school holidays and the extended 
summer vacations are to them.  Teaching is a 
demanding profession, calling for long hours and 
high emotional output.  Teachers need time to 
recoup mentally and emotionally.  They also need 
time for planning and learning new material. 

Ministry is equally demanding.  Pastors work long 
hours, including many evenings and almost every 
weekend.  They seldom get two consecutive days 
off.  Single pastors without family responsibilities 
often put in even more time.  Ministry takes a 
special emotional and mental toll.  Especially long-
term pastors like myself feel personally the 
sorrows, losses, problems – and joys – of their 
parishioners.  There is also the effort needed to 
provide meaningful worship and preaching week 
after week.  It’ s not surprising that pastors need 
time to replenish themselves spiritually, 
emotionally, intellectually. 

My call, or contract, provides for a Sabbatical every 
six years.  Thus far in my 23 years as your pastor, I 
have only taken one Sabbatical.  It’ s time I take 
another.  Beginning in January, I will be on 
Sabbatical through April. 

During my Sabbatical I plan to spend time with 
family, especially my aging parents.  I will also 
visit a variety of other churches and interview their 
leaders.  Finances permitting, I hope to again study 
Biblical roots in the Middle East.  Most of all, 
however, I will be spending time in prayer and 
meditation. 

I leave you in the extremely capable hands of the 
Reverend Roger Leonard.  Roger has had a 
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relationship with our church ever since he was 
Assistant Pastor 40 years ago.  While pastor here, 
Roger met his wife Bernice, who grew up in our 
church and is Walter Paradise’s sister.  Roger was 
pastor of the St. John’s Reformed Church in Red 
Hook for many years and retired last year as Synod 
Area Minister.  He possesses outstanding pastoral 
skills and a deep spirituality.  I cannot think of 
anyone better to shepherd our church while I am 
away. 

In the meantime, I am thoroughly enjoying the 
autumn.  A shower of colored leaves is raining 
down outside my study window.  Participation in 
worship and Sunday School is especially high, and 
so is enthusiasm   I’m also looking forward to our 
church’s special “Season of Blessing” .  Speaking of 
blessings, what a blessing you are to me. 

Howard Major, pastor 
Season of Blessings 

Because I’m a SAD sufferer (Seasonal Affective 
Disorder, triggered by the autumn shortening of 
days), I’ ve been advised to move to Florida or 
Arizona where the sun shines year round.  But still, 
even though my spirits droop a bit this time of year, 
I can’ t imagine living any place without the 
seasons.  Who would want to miss out on a fall like 
this year’s?  And how would you keep track of time 
in such seasonless places? 

The Christian Church also has its own distinctive 
seasons to help us keep track of spiritual time.  
There is the season of Advent when we look 
forward to Jesus’  coming.  There is the season of 
Lent when we follow Jesus to his death, and the 
Easter Season when we celebrate Jesus’  
resurrection. 

This year we’ re adding another season to our 
Christian year.  We’ re calling it the Season of 
Blessings, a special season for counting our 
blessings, culminating in the great ‘ feast day’  of 
Thanksgiving. 
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Each Sunday someone will share with us the 
blessings of his or her own life.  Sunday, November 
9, there will be an ‘Opportunity Fair’  after church.  
Opportunities will be on display for you to share 
your blessings with the church and others.  Sunday, 
November 16, after a brief congregational meeting, 
we will celebrate the blessings of our church with 
lunch and a look back at the past year in our 
church. 

Looking forward to counting blessings with you! 

Howard Major, pastor 

 

Rose Mary Gardner Memor ial Fund 

A fund has been established in memory of Rose 
Mary Gardner who passed into eternal rest on 
September 19, 2008.  She was a woman dedicated 
to the work of the church and a person of deep 
faith. 

Rose Mary gave unselfishly, serving on many 
committees including her service as a Deacon on 
the Consistory.  She prepared dinners and 
receptions, served as president of the Women’s 
Guild, taught Sunday School and year after year 
took it upon herself to serve the Senior Choir with a 
luncheon after their Saturday practice for 
Candlelight.  She also took an active part in 
rummage sales and the Christmas Fair.  She 
delighted in being pie table chair at the yearly 
Apple Festival. 

Rose Mary acted as the Spiritual Life Chair for the 
Ulster Reformed Church Women’s Fellowship, 
setting up and heading numerous retreats.  She 
enjoyed going to women’s gatherings and attending 
study groups.  In addition to all of the above Rose 
Mary was a talented painter and poet, talents that 
remained hidden from many.  Her time, talents.    
ready smile and friendly and generous nature will 
be greatly missed. 

Rose Mary was the mother of four children, wife of 
Guy Gardner, and a loving grandmother and great 
grandmother. 

Those who wish to give in her memory can send a 
check to the church, payable to the Reformed 
Church of New Paltz and designated for the � � � � �
� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � ��� � � � �

Jeanne McCullough 

 
Thanks to Rob Greene 

A huge Thank You to Rob Greene for helping John 
to plant a third memorial tree in memory of Andrew 
Babb.  The first two trees didn’ t survive.  Rob and 
Jerry Beyers have gone above and beyond to help 
our family 

Linda and John Babb 

 

Apple Festival Book and Plant Donations 

Once again the Book Table at the Apple Festival 
was a success.  Thank you to everyone who so 
generously donated books.  Kids and adults alike 
enjoyed looking over the books and choosing some 
to take home.  Their donations to our Youth 
Programs totaled almost $400. 

At the Houseplant Sale Table, donated plants 
ranged in all sizes and shapes.  Many visitors left 
the table with a plant in hand and a smile on their 
face.  This table raised $65 that will be used to 
assist the Church School kids “Adopt a Family”  
program. 

Thank you to all who donated to these two special 
tables.  Thank you to Janet O’Dowd and Sally 
Rhoads for organizing the books and to Howard 
Major and Bill Rhoads for lugging the books over 
from the Education Building. 

Jean Chilcott and Cheryl Alloway 

 
Laur i e,  f our - year s- ol d,  wat ched 
t he r ai n pour i ng down unt i l  her  
cur i osi t y got  t he bet t er  of  her .   
“ I s i t  r ai ni ng so Jesus can have 
a dr i nk?”  



 3 trumpeter 
 
Whi l e Shepher s Washed Thei r  Fl ocks by 
Li z Cur t i s  Hi ggs  

 
Thank You 

to the congregation at the New Paltz Reformed Church 

We thank you for all your cards and expressions of 
sympathy at the passing of our wife/mother, Rose 
Mary Gardner 

We should especially like to thank all those who 
prepared, served, and cleaned up the reception 
following the funeral service.  Everything was 
lovely. 

We also wish to thank the choir for all they have 
done.  Rose Mary so loved your music and was 
overjoyed when you came to sing for her at her 
home.  You have been a blessing during this time of 
sorrow for all of us. 

I am sure if Rose Mary were here she would agree 
with us when we say it was such an honor to have a 
special piece of music written and played for her by 
Mark Brown.  Thank you. 

In closing, let us share with you the knowledge and 
certainty that Rose Mary has attained her spiritual 
body and lives eternally in the presence of Our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

John 3:14-16 (New International Version 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish but have eternal life…” 
I  Cor inthians 15:14-25 (New International 
Version) 
42“ So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  
The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 
44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body.”  

In the peace that passes all understanding, 
Guy Gardner, Patti, Guy, Charlie and Cynthia 
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0ur  Shut-Ins 
Fran Buchanan 
Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
P.O. Box 909. New Paltz  12561 
Celia Coulter 
3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz 
Gladys DuBois 
44 Jenkinstown Rd., New Paltz 
Doris George 
Mountain View 
Carl Lillberg 
16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz 
Martha McKenna 
Moran’s Rest Home 
1741 State Route 32, Modena, 12548 
Fran Seaholm 
Mountain View 
Jesse C. Welwoodkunz 
Valley Vista 
141 North Rd., Highland  12528 
Jane Wright 
Valley Vista 

 

 
Members and Fr iends in the Armed Forces 
Please pray for these members of the Armed 
Forces: 

Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane 
Freer, Brooke Greener, Corey Greener, P.F.C. 
Andrew J. Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob 
Kouhout, Jessica Ruschak, James Van Alst, Stewart 
Van Deusen, Jr, Pvt. 1st class Daniel Van Leuven. 

 

 
Twice Blessed is looking for volunteers to transport 
black plastic trash bags full of clothing (that we 
choose to pass on) to the Planet Aid bin at the 
Water Street Market or New Paltz Recycling Plant.  
If you have any time to complete this task on Wed., 
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Thurs., or Sat., please call the church office at 255-
6340 to volunteer. 

With anticipation for your response, 
Lu Bouchard, Manager 

Finances – September 2008 
Pledges    $19113 
Loose Collection        934 
Miscellaneous Donations                2210 
Apple Festival         465 
Room Use         387 
Endowments     11434 

Total Income     34543 
Total Expenses     17002 

Year To Date Income            $211223 
Year To Date Expense              209592 

September Mission of the month    $304 

Charles W. Stratton III 
Treasurer 

 
Getting To Know You 

Getting To Know You has begun for the season.  
We look forward to greeting new people.  
Remember, it is a community group, and you are 
encouraged to come and bring a friend.  Dessert 
and beverage are provided.  You supply a sandwich 
or whatever you like for lunch. 

Any questions, phone Joan Davison at 883-6660. 

Joan Davison 
 

Our Compassionate Congregation 
The Congregational Care Committee of our church 
met last spring for training and support.  Using the 
book, The Compassionate Congregation, we 
discussed the topics of effective care giving and 
emphatic listening.  Our next mini-seminar will be 
Saturday, November 15th.  The topic will focus on 
respecting the grief process and will be led by Janet 
O’Dowd, LCSW.  We will meet in the Fireside 
Room from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

The Congregational Care Committee offers a 
variety of ways to serve our church family.  We 
visit homebound folk, bring meals, provide 
transportation, lend a listening ear, and send cards.  

If helping in one or more of these areas sounds 
interesting, please join us on November 15th.  
Contact Adriana Havnaer at 256-0332 or Shelley 
Greener at 255-5616.            – Adriana Havnaer 

 

Chr istmas Fair  2008 
Saturday, December 6 

Falling leaves, crisp mornings, pumpkins on the 
doorstep:  Nature’s way of reminding us that 
summer has gone and the seasons are changing.  
But for us it’ s also a sign that the Christmas Fair is 
just around the corner, and there’s still a lot to be 
done.  Help us make this a special day by sharing 
your talents.  Perhaps you love to scrapbook or 
make jewelry or handcraft an ornament.  Join us 
during the Coffee Hour Workshops or come out to 
one of the Wreath Making Workshops.  If you have 
a talent to lend us or wish to donate a handcrafted 
item, please stop and see us during the Coffee Hour 
Workshops. 

Save these dates: 
Tues. Nov. 18   6 p.m. – 9 p.m.   Wreath Workshop 
Wed. Nov. 19    9 a.m. – 3 p.m.   Wreath Workshop 
Mon. Dec. 1     6 p.m. – 9 p.m.   Boxwood 
Topiaries 
Wed. Dec. 3    6 p.m. – 9 p.m.      Fresh greens 
Thurs. Dec. 4   9 a.m. – 3 p.m.     Fresh greens 

For more information, call Jeanne McCullough 
(255-1518), Jean Chilcott (658-3526) or Cheryl 
Alloway (656-3552). 

Hope to see you there! 

Cheryl Alloway 

 

 

Church School News 

Lillian Campbell Memor ial Gifts 
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When Lillian (Haynes) Campbell, a long time 
church member and past Sunday School teacher 
here at the Reformed Church, passed away in 
August of 2005, her son and daughter wanted to 
honor her memory in a special way.  For those of 
you who didn’ t know Lillian, she had a long and 
varied career teaching in and around New York 
state 

When I asked Faire Hart to share some of her 
memories of Lillian, she remembered how “very 
artistic she was … and sharing” .  Indeed she was!  
She was active with the League of Women Voters, 
American Field Service, and Girl Scouts, where she 
formed and led the first Brownie Troop in New 
Paltz. 

Lillian and her husband, Loren Campbell, had two 
children, Bruce, who lives with his wife, Jean, in 
Painted Post, NY and daughter, Margaret who 
resides in Killington, Vermont.  Both Margaret and 
Bruce decided to honor their mother by purchasing 
some much needed classroom equipment and art 
supplies.  Many of you have commented on our 
new classroom clocks and beautiful new tables in 
the Kindergarten  and 1st grade classroom.  They 
come to us as a gift from the Campbell family.  Not 
only that, but we have received money for art 
supplies and craft kits that the children have been 
benefiting from this fall. 

We greatly appreciate these gifts to our children 
and classrooms and thank the Campbell family for 
their thoughtful generosity.  We are hoping to have 
a dedication and brief prayer service to 
commemorate these gifts with a plaque to honor 
Lillian in the next few months.  An announcement 
will be made as soon as a date is set, and members 
of the congregation are invited. 

KIDS KARE Kicks-Off 
On October 8th six very enthusiastic students met to 
form a club here at church.  It is a kid’s version of a 
Lay Care Committee (now known as 
Congregational Care Committee here at our 
church), and we’ve already begun our good works.  
If you know of anyone in the community that could 
use a little cheer, let us know.  We are just the 
people to provide it!  Our next meeting will be 
November 5th at 3:30 p.m.  So, if you weren’ t able 
to come, but still want to join, you’ re invited   We 
will meet in Room 2 in the Education Building and 
finish in time for Junior Choir.  Our new members 

are Jennifer Cook, Madeline Finnegan, Colleen 
Littlejohn, Julianna Rock, and Alyssa Vellem.  

Hope to see you there! 

Nancy Owen, Director of Christian Education 

 

Candlelight is Coming! 
December 14th at 5 p.m. 

Senior Choir has just begun work on music for 
Candlelight this year.  Pleas note that Candlelight is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 14th at 5 p.m.  We 
are so blessed to have such wonderful and 
dedicated group of singers  They work hard to bring 
inspiring music to the worship service each week.  
Many of the choir members have been singing in 
the choir for 40 and 50 years.  We are also very 
blessed to have picked up three new tenors this 
year:  Peter Bixby, Jane Boden, and Andrew 
Currier.  Getting three tenors is a real boost for the 
whole choir.   

Please consider the possibility of joining us.  It’ s a 
wonderful way for you to contribute to the church.  
As financial pressures loom around us, 
volunteering your services to sing with the choir 
can make you feel good and support us, not to 
mention assist us in leading the music on Sunday 
morning.  We could really use some more women.  
When choir members who have served and shared 
for many years become ill, the size of the “bull 
pen”  makes all the difference in the world – in fact, 
the size of the “bull pen”  actually makes the 
difference in whether or not we can continue to 
sing.  Please consider making a free will 
contribution of your services as a singer by 
volunteering in the choir this year.  At the least, you 
could come and sing with us for Candlelight! 

Thank you, 
Mark Brown 
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The very existence of music is wonderful, I might even say 
miraculous.  Its domain is between thought and phenomena.  
Like a twilight mediator, it hovers between spirit and matter, 
related to both, yet differing from each.  It is spirit, but it is spirit 
subject to the measurement of time.  It is matter, but it is matter 
that can dispense with space.  Heinrich Heine 

 

Notes From Consistory 

It was announced that several functions supported 
by the churches of the community are coming up: 

Cropwalk                     Oct. 19 
Thanksgiving Community Program              Nov. 16  
      at the United Methodist Church 
Habitat for Humanity Fundraising Dinner    Nov. 
13 

Attendance at worship services is up this fall as it 
was this summer. 

The Consistory applauded Lisa Curtis’s and Fred 
Weinberg’s work on the Apple Festival. 

New members will be received on November 9th.  
Howard urged all to invite people to come to 
church. 

The Property Committee chair, Skip Van Alst, 
thanked Kate Weston for painting and decorating 
the women’s bathroom in the Education Building.  
The back porch of the manse has been repaired, and 
the steps and porch surface replaced.  John Apuzzo 
repaired the broken door from the stage to the area 
behind the church   Caring for Creation has donated 
about 40 of the energy saving light bulbs.  They 
would also like to donate some recycle containers.  
Incandescent bulbs are being replaced as needed.  
Some of the outside lights at the church have been 
replaced.  The Havnaers have proposed a bicycle 
rack for the space near the elevator.  The count 
room is being cleaned up, so that more space is 
available for small meetings or discussion groups.  
The robing room would be used for count only if 
the count room is being used.  The Fireside Room 
rug will be replaced after the Christmas Fair.  There 
is need for interested church members to do some 
of the maintenance items around the church and 
Education Building.  An elevator operator is still 
needed for Sunday mornings. 

Our members will be working on a Habitat for 
Humanity house in Ellenville this fall, and in the 

spring we will be doing the landscaping for that 
home.. 

A letter with an estimate of giving card enclosed 
will be going out soon.  On the card there will be an 
opportunity to designate specific areas as specified 
as to where the giver wants their money to go. 

Joyce D. Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory 

No Admittance 

Wishing to encourage her young son’s progress on 
the piano, a mother took the small boy to a 
Paderewski concert.  After they were seated, the 
mother spotted a friend in the audience and walked 
down the aisle to greet her 

Seizing the opportunity to explore the wonders of 
the concert hall, the little boy rose and eventually 
explored his way through a door marked “NO 
ADMITTANCE”.   

When the house lights dimmed, and the concert was 
about to begin, the mother returned to her seat and 
discovered that her son was missing. 

In horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting at the 
piano, innocently picking out “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star” .  At that moment, the great piano 
master made his entrance, quickly moved to the 
piano and whispered in the boys ear, “Don’ t quit.  
Keep playing” .  Then. leaning over, Paderewski 
reached down with his left hand and began filling 
in a bass part.  Soon his right hand reached around 
the other side of the child, and he added a running 
obbligato.  Together, the old master and the young 
novice transferred a frightening situation into a 
wonderfully creative experience.  The audience was 
mesmerized. 

That’s the way it is with God.  What we can 
accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy.  We 
try our best, but the results aren’ t exactly graceful 
flowing music. 

With the hand of God, our life’s work truly can be 
beautiful.  So the next time you set out to 
accomplish great feats, listen carefully, and you can 
hear the voice of God whispering in your ear, 
“Don’ t quit.  Keep playing” .  Feel His loving arms 
around you.  Know that His strong hands are 
playing the concerto of your life. 
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Remember, God doesn’ t call the equipped; he 
equips the called.  Your worst days are never so 
bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s grace.  
And your best days are never so good that you are 
beyond the reach of God’s grace. 

Don’ t Quit – Keep Playing. 

submitted by Rob Greene 
from the Internet 

 

Things I ’ve Learned 

I’ ve learned …That the best classroom in the world  
is at the feet of an elderly person. 

That when you’ re in love, it shows. 

That just one person saying to me, 
“You’ve made my day!”  makes my 
day 

That having a child fall asleep in 
your arms is one of the most 
peaceful feelings in the world. 

That being kind is more important 
than being right. 

That you should never say no to a 
gift from a child. 

That I can always pray for someone 
when I don’ t have the strength to 
help him in some other way. 

That no matter how serious your 
life requires you to be, everyone 
needs a friend to act goofy with. 

That sometimes all a person needs 
is a hand to hold and a heart to 
understand. 

That simple walks with my father 
around the block on summer nights 
when I was a child did wonders for 
me as an adult. 

That life is like a roll of toilet 
paper.  The closer it gets to the end, 
the faster it goes. 

That we should be glad God 
doesn’ t give us everything we ask 
for. 

That money doesn’ t buy class. 

That it’ s those small daily 
happenings that make life so 
spectacular. 

That under everyone’s hard shell is 
someone who wants to be 
appreciated and loved. 

That to ignore the facts does not 
change the facts.  – from the Internet  

 
Af t er  put t i ng her  gr andchi l dr en 
t o bed,  a gr andmot her  changed 
i nt o ol d s l acks and a dr oopy 
bl ouse and pr oceeded t o wash her  
hai r .   As she hear d t he chi l dr en 
get t i ng mor e and mor e 
r ambunct i ous,  her  pat i ence gr ew 
t hi n.   Fi nal l y,  she t hr ew a 
t owel  ar ound her  head and 
st or med i nt o t hei r  r oom,  put t i ng 
t hem back t o bed wi t h st er n 
war ni ngs.   As she l ef t  t he r oom,  
she hear d t he t hr ee- year - ol d say 
wi t h a t r embl i ng voi ce,  “  Who 
was THAT?”  

 

MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS GIVING 2008 

Orders for  Poinsettias or  donations to 
Family of New Paltz will be taken at Coffee 
Hour on November 23rd, 30th, and December 
7th.  Orders and donations may be sent to 
The Reformed Church Chancel Committee, 
92 Huguenot St., New Paltz, NY 12561.  The 
flowers may be taken after  the Chr istmas 
Eve Service. 

Please order : _____Red ($7)     I  will take___
        I  will leave___ 

                       _____White ($7) I  will take___ 
I  will leave___                                
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Total number ordered______ 
Total amount $____________ 

___Flowers in memory of________________ 

______________________________________ 

Given by:  ____________________________ 

___Memorial donation to Family $________ 

In memory of __________________________ 

Given by:_____________________________ 
                       (Please pr int) 
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Staff: 
     Editor:         Joyce Gartrell 
     Back-up Editor:                       Evelyn Flavin 
      Proof-reader:                       Lee Gartrell 
      Pastor:       Howard B. Major III 
 �
Monthly publication of The Reformed Church of New Paltz 

                92 Huguenot St. New Paltz, NY 
               12561 

                                     (845) 255-6340 
                                     www.reformedchurchofnewpaltz.org 

Information and ar ticles are due on the following Tuesdays:  
Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March 21, Apr il 18, 2006 and may be 
mailed, e-mailed, dropped off at the church, and in 
emergencies, phoned into the editor.  Your contributions are 
encouraged. 
 
Send articles and information to the church or to: 
 

Joyce Gartrell 
181 N. Putt Corners Rd. 

New Paltz, NY 12561 
(845) 255-8314 

Fax:  (845) 255-3347 
E-mail:  gar trellj l@aol.com 
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Next  Tr umpet er  Deadl i ne  

November  11,  2008 
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