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Lord, I do not know what this day will hold.  I only ask that you
old my hand and grant me a quiet trust in your faithfulness.
Amen

Lenten Message

The word Len t comes from the Old English word,
lencten, which merely means lengthen, or obviously
the lengthening of the days in the springtime.  Latin
used the word Quadragesima, and the time has
been observed by the Christian Church as a time of
fasting and penitence as we prepare ourselves for
Easter.  A lot is made, of course, of Mardi Gras,
which is literally Fat Tuesday, or the last day
before Lent when people celebrate, stuff
themselves with fattening things and maybe even
drink too much.

For most people, giving up something for Lent is
not taken any more seriously than making a New
Year’s resolution.  For Lent, people often try to
give up some silly thing, such as sweets, or other
minor bad habits.  But it is just far enough away
from thinking of our New Year’s resolutions
already left in the cold snow of January that we
might look on Lent as a time to rethink what we did
not take seriously enough two months ago.

But much more seriously, Lent is a time for us to
re-examine ourselves.  That might involve giving
up something more significant or even taking
something on.  It might be the opportune time to
seek outside help to curb serious problems in our
lives.  Or perhaps it is a time for us to look over the
things we are doing, even which is good in itself,
i.e. some committee, some project which has
crowded out other things.  It is quite common for
church members to do things which they do not do
well or which they really do not like doing, when
some newer member of the church might feel more
a part of the church by being invited to take it on.
So, giving up that one too many committee or 
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community responsibility might be given away to
someone else.  Or it may be the time to be willing
to take on the sacrifice of doing something we
know we would do well, but have been holding
back from volunteering for that which the church
has not been able to find someone to do.

Then again, as we examine our inner or personal
life, we may discover that we have been neglecting
someone in our family who needs more of our time
or listening ear or sharing of common experiences:
a spouse, a child, an elderly parent.  There is also a
need in each of us to go deeper into our private
time, to read more or get back to that really
satisfying project we set aside so many months or
years ago.

Through each of these approaches to Lent we must
connect it with the questions of what we think God
may be trying to break through our skull to tell us,
and deepen our relationship with the One who gave
us this life in the first place.  There is much to
meditate on, to do or to stop doing during this new
opportunity in this season of lengthening time we
call Lent.

Roger Leonard, Substitute Pastor 

Mark Your Calendars!

Mark your calendars!  No Pit So Deep:  The Life
and Witness of Corrie ten Boom is coming to the
Fireside Room on Saturday, March 7th at 2:00
p.m.!  

The play, written by Liz Burdick, is based on scenes
from Corrie ten Boom’s life.  Corrie ten Boom was
a member of the Dutch Reformed Church who,
along with her family and other members of the
Dutch Underground, saved the lives of over 800
Jews by hiding them from the Nazi occupiers in
Holland during World War II.  Her family was
eventually caught, and Corrie and her sister Betsie
spent ten months in three different prisons.  The
last was the infamous Ravensbruck Concentration
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Camp, where Corrie and Betsie spent their time
sharing Jesus’  love with their fellow prisoners.
Corrie went on to preach forgiveness and hope all
over the world.  The scenes from her life,
dramatized in the play, are based on her book The
Hiding Place, which will be the focus of a book
discussion group on March 21st at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room   If you missed the deadline to pre-
order the book, you can special order it through the
Inquiring Minds Bookstore in New Paltz.  Don’ t
miss these opportunities to be inspired!

Lisa Curtis, chair, Fellowship Committee

Creative Minds At Work!
On February 8th, thirty people from our church
family gathered in the Fireside Room for our
brainstorming session.  Dave Miller led the
brainstorming portion of the meeting..  After
brainstorming ways to cut costs and fundraise we
prioritized our ideas.  Following prioritizing, we
broke into two groups led by Glenn Phillips and
Barry Berman.  Each group was charged with
coming up with an action plan.
When the complete report is ready, you may
request a copy be e-mailed to you by contacting me
at azaccheo@aol.com.  If you do not have an e-mail
account and want a printed copy, you may request it
through the office.  One of the most noteworthy
ideas that came out of the meeting was to cut costs
and help the environment by cutting paper use,
printing and mailing.  This seems like a great time
to begin implementing this beneficial idea.  Thank
you to everyone who participated.
Ann Phillips, Senior Elder

Live in harmony with each other.
Don’ t try to act important, but
enjoy the company of ordinary

people.  And don’ t think you know
it all!

Romans 12:16

Earth Day Is Around the Snowy Corner!

As we write this, it is snowing outside - again!  But
sooner than we think, spring will return and that
means our annual Earth Day Celebration is just
several weeks away.

Big plans are in the wintry air for this year’s April
event.  We’ re hoping to make it a major fundraiser
for our green church.  We would like to follow a
format similar to Apple Festival.  For example, we
hope to cook and serve our own healthy/local food.
This year, as in every year, our goal is to invite the
entire New Paltz community – and beyond – to
come worship with us and then to share together
how to protect God’s Earth.  This is an imperative
and urgent mission, for the sake of all present and
future inhabitants.

So…get those creative juices going!  We welcome
and encourage your ideas.  After all, this project
belongs to our entire congregation.  Besides
helping with event planning, do you want to cook,
greet, set and clean up, work with the children, sell
healthy products, take pictures and movies, or
provide music?  What else?

By the time you read this month’s trumpeter, your
Caring for Creation Committee steering committee
will have had its first organizational meeting.  We
surely wish you will join in on other meetings.
Even if you cannot attend a meeting, however, may
we count on you to be part of this year’s Earth Day
Celebration?  Please lend your own special touch to
the day.  Give us a call (255-4170) or write an e-
mail (janetod@juno.com). 

Let us hear from you!

“ This land is your land.  This land is my land.”
Where have I heard that before?

Janet O’Dowd, member
Caring for Creation Steering Committee

They’ve Left Us!
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Dave Bitters

Dave Bitters’  business card says he’s a “Bit
Consultant”  and does “a little BIT of everything” .
That just doesn’ t say enough about the Dave Bitters
we, at the church, have come to know.  Dave has
left for Columbia, SC in order to be closer to his
son and because it’ s time to move on and shed his
light on new folks.

Dave’s influence on our church community has
been soft and light, but always there.  Since joining
the church in 1991, he has been a quiet but constant
helper at Apple Fests, church dinners, as Beth’s
assistant, and mowing the lawn.  He was involved
with the Property Committee and on the crew that
replaced the linoleum in the classrooms a few years
ago.  He served as “ traffic cop”  during the Earth
Day Festivals, was a loyal working member of the
Caring for Creation Committee, and served on the
“Mug Squad”  at coffee hour.   No job was too
difficult…he even captured squirrels nesting in the
youth lounge and deposited them back in the wild.
He sat in the back of the church so that he could
hold the door open for latecomers.  His Steelers
memorabilia and the “ ring”  cupcakes at a recent
coffee hour are another example of Dave’s
generosity of spirit.  He knew the kids would love
the special cupcakes – and they did

I worked closely with Dave for more than a year to
bring the computer age to the church’s offices.
There were innumerable problems along the way,
but Dave handled each one with equanimity while
creatively searching for (and finding) answers.
Dave was invaluable to that project.

Our church family has become Dave’s family.  “ I
don’ t seem to have a problem making friends, and
people trust me” , says Dave.  A number of our
older folks trusted him to give them a hand when
they had a  need.  For example, Joyce Gartrell and
Carolyn Culver (and many others!) turned to Dave
when their computers acted up.  The Swifts also
knew they could depend on Dave, who never turns
down a request for help.

Carolyn Culver says so much about Dave when she
offers, “David came into my life when the church
provided a remote service from the office computer.
He helped me with problems in using it.  One thing
led to another, and I began (gratefully) to employ
him for various tasks at a rate way below what he
was worth.  When my son, John, died so suddenly,
David checked on me almost daily to see if he

could do anything for me.  He has opened and
closed the summer porch, managed the Christmas
trees, kept my bird feeders full, shoveled my walks,
attended to computer problems and concerned
himself, in general with my well being.  He has
been thoughtful, loyal and incredibly resourceful at
solving problems.  David has been like a son to me
as well as a very good friend.  I am devastated at
the thought of the loss of his laugh, hugs and
helpful service even as I wish him the best in this
new turn of his life.  He’s a hard act to follow!”

“ I want to put light into people’s lives” , Dave
explains.  He values the community of the church
and that members are “good to each other” .  While
he’s going to miss us, it’ s time for Dave to move
on.  We wish him well and want him to know we’ ll
hold him in our hearts.  He encourages us to call or
email to keep in touch at (845) 430-1812 or 
dabitters@usa.net or dabitters@earthlink.net.  His
snail mail address is 201A Cricket Ridge,
Columbia, SC 29210. 
Ann Barber Smith

Joan Van Leuven

Joan Van Leuven departed for a new home in South
Carolina on Tuesday, February 17, 2009.  Joan was
an active member of the Reformed Church of New
Paltz for many years.  She seldom missed Sunday
morning services and could always be spotted
sitting in the back, left corner of the sanctuary.

Joan participated in church life in numerous ways.
She raised money by selling cutlery at the
Christmas Fair and at the Apple Festival.  On
several occasions I assisted with the cutlery sale
and had a chance to observe Joan’s remarkable
salesmanship first hand.  She quickly established a
friendly rapport with a potential customer and
could knowledgeably answer any technical
questions about the merchandise.  Joan was equally
skilled at selling coffee and light bulbs for the
Caring for Creation Committee.

Joan was active in small group ministry within the
church.  I was fortunate to be a member of a Caring
and Sharing Group co-led by Joan.  We gathered
every couple of months for a meal and to read and
discuss Biblical passages on a selected topic.  As a
newly returned church member, these meetings,
organized by Joan, helped me to feel a sense of
belonging in the church.
Joan constantly demonstrated the Christian goal of
service to others.  She could always be counted on
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to feed the animals of vacationing friends and
acquaintances.  When my home was invaded by
wasps, Joan offered to take me in without any
hesitation.
Joan’s organizational and record keeping skills
were the envy of everyone who worked with her.
The Church benefited from these skills when Joan,
along with Susan Kraat, organized the purchase of
new pew Bibles.
I wish Joan happiness in South Carolina and hope
that she will visit New Paltz often.
Susan Lynch

School Gardens

The School Garden Project at Duzine and Lenape
Elementary Schools is moving ahead on schedule
for a Spring start-up.  The teachers at both schools
have been working together to develop curricula
that incorporates the garden environment as an
educational tool that crosses the academic
disciplines.

The only way a project like this can take place in
these hard economic times is with a joint
community and school district cooperative effort.
The school gardens are the community’s gift to the
children.  Volunteers, garden materials, tools and
contributions are needed to help get the program up
and running.

Contact  Jim O’Dowd at 255-4170 if you have
tools, garden materials, dollars to contribute or if
you would be interested in volunteering to help.

Thanks, Jim O’Dowd
January 2009 Finances

Pledges $19849
Denominational Assessment     2135
Loose Collection       339
Special Appeal       275
Miscellaneous                                   155
Twice Blessed     5000
Christmas Fair                                   247
Room Use      1410
2008 Carry Forward                       12874

TOTAL INCOME               $42284
TOTAL EXPENSE                        27088

 Mission of the Month       $251

Charles W. Stratton, III,  Treasurer

� � � � �� � �� 	 �
 � 	 � �� 	 


We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of the
month at 11:00 a.m. in the Social Room of the
church.  The fourth Tuesday of the month Getting
To Know You celebrates with flowers and song all
our members who have a birthday that month.  The
birthday table is popular, but there is always room
for more.  Bring a sandwich and join us at 11 a.m.

Any questions phone Joan Davison at 883-6660.

Another  Opportunity to Play Games!

Are you a Scrabble fanatic?  Pinochle pro?  Hot on
Mexican Train?

No matter what our age, many of us enjoy playing
table games.  Several of our seniors who play at the
twice-monthly “Getting To Know You”  would like
to play more often in the comfort of their own
home.  If you’d like to be part of a “Game Match-
up”  and meet on a regular basis for socializing and
a little competitive fun, contact Adriana Havnaer at
256-0332.  All ages are welcome to participate.
Adriana Havnaer

Ideas do not come to a person who already feels
wise.     Juris Rubenis

Church School News

A Special Thank You from Kids Kare
Special thanks to all of you who purchased our
Valentine baked goodies.  We earned $65, which
will buy some much needed stamps for KIDS
KARE.  (We send out well wishes each month to
some members of the congregation.)  We will also
use our earnings to help fund our Church School
Lenten Project.  Each year the Church School
offers up a mission project to help make our world
a little better.  Last year we built a model of our
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church with “bricks of kindness” , and this year
we’ re going to participate in the Heifer Project:
Hope for a Hurting World.

The members of KIDS KARE will make
presentations to each class on ways they can help a
struggling farmer and his/her family.  Each class
will then decide on a gift they would like their class
to give, then brainstorm on ways they can earn the
money.  In the spirit of the Lenten season they will
sacrifice buying something for themselves and/or
earning the money needed to reach their class goal
by doing chores for family, friends and neighbors.
Of course, the congregation is also invited to
participate.  A large jar with a poster of the gifts we
are hoping to give will be set up in the Social Hall
during coffee hour.  If you’d like to make a
donation, you can drop it in the jar along with a
short form identifying where you’d like your money
spent.  For example, you may want it to go towards
the purchase of trees, or chicks, or sheep.  Any
donations not designated will be divided equally
among the classes.  

As always, if you know someone in the community
who could use some cheering up, or have ideas for
projects we could do, please let KIDS KARE know.
Just leave a message with the office staff.  Thanks
and God Bless!

Special Church School Service
On March 1st the Confirmation Class will present
their annual worship service to the entire Church
School.  It is a wonderful way for the children to
experience all the different parts of a service and
participate in “kid friendly”  worship.  They even
provide us snacks afterwards!  We’d like to thank
Jay and Angela Rhinehart and the Confirmation
Class in advance for sharing their time, talents, and
creativity!

You Oughta Be In Pictures
If you’ re in the 4th and 5th grade Church School
class,  you just may be in pictures!  Led by Kate
Weston and Bianca Paulding-Pullman, the class is
creating a film of the villains and heroes who chose
to follow the ten commandments (or not).
Hopefully, we’ ll have a special viewing later in the
spring.  There’s also talk about a radio show based
on one of the parables.  Stay tuned for further
details.

Nancy Owen, Director, Christian Education

“ Thanks”  from the Youth Choir

A Per fect Recipe:  Temperature in the single
digits, snowy countryside with roads finally clear of
ice, a warm welcoming room filled with cozy,
decorated tables, excited young people ready to
take care of your every need, experienced chefs
busy at the griddle, a steamy, hot cup of coffee or
tea the instant you sit down, followed by orange
juice, fruit cup, delicious buttermilk pancakes,
maple syrup and sausage!

A Big Thank-You from the Youth Choir to all of
our loyal customers and friends who so generously
supported our 16th Annual Youth Choir Pancake
Breakfast!  Everyone was so relaxed and
comfortable, that Senior Choir members had to
scramble to get their robes on, and we almost
missed the worship service!!

Special thanks to our “behind the scenes”  kitchen
crew, who come early and stay late.  Matt Nobile
was our Kitchen Manager, chefs and mixers were
Kamalyn Stricker, Don Wallace, Caroline Curtis,
Colleen Maney, and Nadia Mulvihill.  Our Mickey
Mouse Chef was Ned Bixby and his assistant was
Sean Harrington.  Honorable mention must go to
the dishwashers – the unsung heroes and heroines
of the kitchen – Youth Choir parents Darcy
Stricker, Stacie Flint and Barry Berman and Youth
Choir member Sam Owen, who was one of the last
people to leave the kitchen.

The Youth Choir would like to thank all the parent-
grads and choir grads who helped and supported us;
Kathy Martin, Arlene and Kristen Maney, Ingrid
Paulding and Bianca Paulding-Pullman, Judy
Elliot and Adriana Havnaer.  They all were just
super!  And last, but certainly far from least, thanks
to Bob Rawluk, who continues to mentor and
supervise our young chefs.

We hope to see all of you in January 2010 for the
17th Annual Youth Choir “Gourmet”  Pancake
Breakfast!

Youth Choir  Coming Events
�

� �

�

We’re looking forward to singing next on
Sunday, February 22nd and again in March
on the 15th.

�

� �

�

Choir members – Matt Nobile, Caroline
Curtis and Julian Berman will be taking
part in the NPHS Coffee House on
Thursday, February 26th.

�

� �

�

And then, we will see several of our Choir
members on stage in the NPHS musical
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� � � � � � � � �  directed by Nancy Owen.  (See
article on page 7 of this issue.)

Junior  Choir
This year our Valentine’s Party was not affected by
snow.  However, we did have to cancel two
rehearsals in January because of the white stuff.
Upcoming events include the Ash Wednesday
Service (see below), singing for the worship
service on March 1st (the first Sunday in Lent), and
sponsoring a Wor ld Music Drumming Workshop
(see below)
Ash Wednesday – February 25  th     
The Junior Choir would like to invite the
congregation to a special Ash Wednesday Service
on Wednesday, February 25th, at 5:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary.  The service is informal and is for both
children and adults.
Wor ld Music Drumming Workshop
Wednesday, March 4th – 4:30 p.m. in the Social
Room  (dur ing Junior  Choir  rehearsal) presented
by Kathy Brink.  We will be introduced to a step-
by-step approach to learning percussion techniques
and rhythmic patterns.  We will sing songs with
percussion accompaniment and begin to discover
how music can be the perfect vehicle for teaching
team building, respect, focusing, listening, problem
solving, and other important life skills.
All Children, Youth and Adults are invited to
attend, par ticipate and observe!

Our drumming teacher, Kathy Brink, earned her
Bachelor of Music degree in music education from
Susquehanna University and her Master of Music
in music education from Ithaca College.  A former
public school music teacher for over 11 years,
Kathy has taught band, chorus and general music at
the junior high/middle school level.  During that
time she served as organist and choir director at
Christ Episcopal Church in Berwick, PA.  She
studied organ as part of her music education.

For the past 13 years, she has been minister of
music at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Port Jervis,
NY where she directs two children/youth choirs,
one adult choir and DRUMS of St. Peter’s, a
multicultural drumming ensemble.  For the past
three summers Kathy taught a World Music
Drumming class as part of the Marywood Summer
Music Camp in Scranton, PA.  She has been
studying world Music Drumming for the past six
summers in Wisconsin.

Our Junior Choir has been able to purchase six
turbano drums and several other types of percussion

instruments thanks to the generosity of Twice
Blessed and other benefactors.

Nancy Herforth, Director, Junior and Youth Choirs

Please Help…

We are currently updating our church records.  In
response to our efforts to minimize printing and
paper expenses, we are asking you to fill out the
form sent to you via e-mail from the church.  Please
fill it out and return it to the office.  If you do not
receive the weekly emails, we need your family
name, names of individuals, birth dates, baptism
dates and where individuals were baptized.  Who in
the family is a member of this church and when did
they become a member?

The following is the information we need for each 
member of your family:

Family Name______________________________

Family Members:

Name____________________ Bir th date___________ 

Baptism date________ Where baptized____________

_____________________________________________

Are you a member? ______ When did you become a
member?________________

I f any of your  previous information (such as address,
phone number , etc.) has changed since the last church
directory was published, please let us know.  You may
ee-mail, or  snail mail this information to the church
office or  drop it off.

Accurate and up-to-date records are important and
necessary for reporting our numbers in the Consistorial
Report, which goes to the Classis annually.
Thank you for your help.

Cheryl Alloway and Ann Phillips
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Specialist Daniel A. Van Leuven
Team Headhunter
FOB Marez
APO AE 09334
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Joan Van Leuven
201A Cricket Ridge
Columbia, SC 29210

Cell phone:  (845) 332-6382
E-mail:  melodie105@hotmail.com
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Need a Companion?

I am a twenty-three-year-old female undergraduate
at SUNY New Paltz looking for a bedroom with
bathroom/kitchen privileges for fall 2009/spring
2010.  I am a High Honors/Dean’s List English
Literature major who is quiet, mature, respectful,
non-smoking and clean.

I would love to be a companion to an older woman
who is looking for someone to help with light
housework, grocery shopping, cooking, etc. and
with whom she would like to share her home.

Please call Krista at (845) 987-1725
Krista

Bits From Twice Blessed

Hello.  My name is Lucia O’Corozine.  I am 12-
years-old, and I work in Twice Blessed, the New
Paltz Reformed Church’s thrift store.  When I first
visited Twice Blessed, I was in the 4th grade.  When
I entered, it was like stepping into a treasure trove.
Everything was just waiting to be explored.  I spent
at least an hour trying on “mink”  coats that came
down to my feet and rummaging through
bookshelves.

After two years, I’ ve returned – this time to perform
community service.  Now I organize the kid’s
section once a week, and, after I’m done, I sneak
back to the coat and jewelry room to see if those
“mink”  coats fit me yet.

Lulu Bouchard and her volunteers at Twice Blessed
are big believers in reusing and recycling.  In fact,
donations are a great way to “go green” .  If you
don’ t want that scarf or set of dishes, I am sure that
there is someone else who will.  To donors and
customers, the doors at Twice Blessed are open on
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m..  And for any newcomers wishing to explore
the shop, come to the Wullschleger Education
Building, descend into the basement, and find your
own Aladdin’s cave of wonders.  I did.

Lucia O’Corozine

Be Sure To Say Hello

When you see Herta Marks at church or coffee
hour, (or anywhere else for that matter) be sure to
go up to her and say hello.  Herta is having more
and more difficulty recognizing people because of
her deteriorating sight, and loves to have you come
up and identify yourself.

Break Loose for  � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � , the hit movie of the 80’s and successful
Broadway musical is coming to New Paltz High
School.  The talented cast will feature some of our
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very own church talents, such as Ned Bixby, who
will be playing one of the lead roles, Willard, along
with Rebecca Renus as Lulu, and David King as
Wes, Caroline Curtis and Maddy Harrington will
be featured in a number of song and dance
segments (of which there are many!)  This is one
big dance show, and we are lucky to have Kate
Weston (one of our church school teachers)
choreographing the numbers.  Amy King is again
helping out with costumes, which is tremendously
appreciated, and Janet Salt, our Youth and Junior
Choirs accompanist, is Pit Band pianist.  Julianna
Apuzzo, Lily Paulson and Heather Lokys are
working backstage painting scenery and readying
props.  Last, but not least, Sam Owen and John
Shepherd will be setting and running the lighting.
This church has a lot of talent!

Please come and support them and the entire eighty
students working together as cast and crew
members to ensure a thrilling night of theater.  This
is a true labor of love!  Show dates are March 26
and 27 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 28 at
2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  As always, senior
citizens are invited free of charge to the Thursday
night show with advanced reservations.  You may
call the ticket line at (845) 256-4175, ext. 1803 for
further information or to make reservations.
Thanks and we’ ll see you at the show!

Nancy Owen, Director

What Do You Think?

In Mt. Vernon, a small Texas town, Drummond’s
bar began construction on a new building to
increase their business.  The local Baptist church
started a campaign to block the bar from opening
with petitions and prayers.  Work progressed right
up until the week before opening when lightning
struck the bar and burned it to the ground.

The church folks were rather smug in their outlook
after that, until the bar owner sued the church on
the grounds that the church was ultimately
responsible for the demise of his building, either
through direct or indirect actions or means.  The
church vehemently denied all responsibility or any
connection to the building’s demise in its reply to
the court.

As the case made its way into court, the judge
looked over the paperwork.  At the hearing he

commented, “ I don’ t know how I’m going to decide
this, but as it appears from the paperwork, we have
a bar owner who believes in the power of prayer,
and an entire church congregation that does not.”

submitted by Charlene Ray
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Notes from Consistory

Pat King has been appointed as the Student
Christian Center representative from our church for
one year.

The old moveable sign for advertising various
functions at our church has been removed from the
Education Building parking lot, and a new sign,
paid for jointly by Twice Blessed and the Huguenot
Historical Society, will be created and shared
between the church and the society.  Joan Kelley
will be on the Liaison Committee between the two
organizations.

The Count Room and the room next to it will be
painted by volunteers from the congregation.  The
Ladies Room in the church is “under construction” .

A Congregational Care Workshop on grief, led by
Janet O’Dowd, was held.  Ten people attended.
There will be one more session from the resource
book.

The landscaping of the Habitat home will happen in
May after the Mother’s Day Tea.

The next Consistory meeting is Tuesday, March 3rd

at 7:30 p.m.

Joyce Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory

When You Thought I Wasn’t Looking
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This poem is written by an “ unknown author” .  It
was sent to Gertrude Keator by her granddaughter,
Caitlin Caligiuri.

Gertrude sent this to your editor at the end of last
year, and it somehow never made it into the
trumpeter.  I apologize to Gertrude and to her
thoughtful granddaughter for the long delay.
Thank you for pursuing it, Gertrude.

A message every adult should read because
children are watching you and doing as you do,
not as you say.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you hang
my first painting on the refrigerator, and I
immediately wanted to paint another one

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you make
my favorite cake for me, and I learned that the little

things can be the special things in life.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I heard you say
a prayer, and I knew that there is a God I could

always talk to, and I learned to trust in Him.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I heard you
make a meal and take it to a friend who was sick,
and I learned that we all have to help take care of

each other.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw you take
care of our house and everyone in it, and I learned

we have to take care of what we are given.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw how you
handled your responsibilities, even when you didn’ t

feel good, and I learned that I would have to be
responsible when I grow up.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw tears
come from your eyes, and I learned that sometimes

things hurt, but it’ s all right to cry.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I saw that you
cared, and I wanted to be everything that I could be.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I learned most
of life’s lessons that I need to know to be a good

and productive person when I grow up.

When you thought I wasn’ t looking I looked at you
and wanted to say, “Thanks for all the things I saw

when you thought I wasn’ t looking” .

Each of us (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle,
teacher, friend) influences the life of a child.

How will you touch the life of someone today?

Live simply.  Love generously.  Care deeply.
Speak kindly.  Leave the rest to God.

submitted by Gertrude Keator

A young couple moves into a new neighborhood.
The next morning while they are eating breakfast,
the young woman sees her new neighbor hanging
the wash outside.

“That laundry is not very clean” , she said.  “She
doesn’ t know how to wash correctly.  Perhaps she
needs better laundry soap.”   Her husband looked
on, but remained silent.  

Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to
dry, the young woman would make the same
comments.  About one month later, the woman was
surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line and
said to her husband, “Look, she has learned how to
wash correctly.  I wonder who taught her this?”

The husband replied, “ I got up early this morning
and cleaned our windows.”

And so it is with life.  What we see when watching
others depends on the window through which we
look.

from the Internet
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0ur  Shut-Ins
Fran Buchanan
Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
P.O. Box 909. New Paltz  12561
Celia Coulter
3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz
Gladys DuBois
44 Jenkinstown Rd., New Paltz
Doris George
Mountain View
Carl Lillberg
16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz
Martha McKenna
Moran’s Rest Home
1741 State Route 32, Modena, 12548
Fran Seaholm
Mountain View
Jesse C. Welwood-Kunz
Valley Vista
141 North Rd., Highland  12528
Jane Wright
Valley Vista

Members and Fr iends in the Armed Forces
Please pray for these members of the Armed
Forces:
Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane
Freer, Brooke Greener, Corey Greener, P.F.C.

Andrew J. Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob
Kouhout, Denise and Jacob Lockwood, Nick
Meredith, Jessica Ruschak, James Van Alst,
Stewart Van Deusen, Jr, Pvt. 1st class Daniel Van
Leuven.

The invar iable mark of wisdom is
to see the miraculous in the

common.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

trumpeter
Staff:
     Editor:       Joyce Gartrell
     Back-up Editor:                       Evelyn Flavin
      Proof-reader:                       Lee Gartrell
      Pastor:      Howard B. Major III
 
Monthly publication of The Reformed Church of New Paltz

                92 Huguenot St. New Paltz, NY
               12561

                                     (845) 255-6340
                                     www.reformedchurchofnewpaltz.org

Information and ar ticles are due on the following
Tuesdays:  March 17, Apr il 21, May 19, June 16 and may
be mailed, e-mailed, dropped off at the church, and in
emergencies, phoned into the editor.  Your contributions are
encouraged.

Send articles and information to the church or to:

Joyce Gartrell
181 N. Putt Corners Rd.

New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 255-8314

E-mail:  gar trellj l@aol.com
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Reformed Church of New Paltz

Church Staff

Senior Pastor        Howard Major III
Dir. of Membership        Natalie Alexander 
Dir. of Christian Education    Nancy Owen
Sr. High Youth Coordinators 
Middle School Fellowship       Hal King & Mike Watts
Organist and Sr. Choir Dir.    R. Mark Brown
Dir. Junior & Youth Choirs     Nancy Herforth
Administrator         Faire Hart
Church Secretary               Barbara Lane
Church Secretary         Betty Scott
Church Treasurer                   Charles Stratton III
Church Financial Secretary  Carolyn Culver
Sexton         Beth Cornwell 

Have we missed anyone?
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