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Lord, | do not know what this day will hold. | only ask that you

Each year we look forward to Easter with growing
expectation. To get to Easter we know we must
travel from Ash Wednesday through Lent and the
drama of Holy Week. Itisalong and varied
journey we partly take alone and partly with others,
traveling through every mood of contemplation,
sorrow, searching, resolve and joy. We begin with
Ash Wednesday, when we are reminded of our
mortality, through the days of Lent in which we are
driven inward in our devotion to Christ. If we take
it seriously in church worship, reading our Bible,
and prayer, we are driven inward to plumb the
depths of our needs and our faith. Then we have
our hearts raised with joy on Palm Sunday, only to
seek more somber worship in the Lord’ s Supper,
and Jesus’ demonstration of humility as he washes
the feet of hisdisciples. Then we plunge through
the depths of the horror of Good Friday and all it
brings to us of the love and sacrifice of Christ on
the cross. We pause through Saturday, as did his
disciples waiting for the dawn. Then we surface as
though we are leaping skyward from being
submerged in water to splash into the sunshine of
the new life and color of Easter Sunday, singing
joyously of Jesus alive again in our lives forever.

Easter, with its Good News proclaimed, and the
good feeling in shared worship with Scripture,
music and God’s Word, is a celebration of faith that
has strengthened us all our life. It isnot just the
end of the Lenten to Easter journey, but the
beginning of arenewed springtime of our faith,
when once again we come out of our inner journey
to the outer journey of being servants of Christina

needy world.

Roger Leonard

Reformed Church of New Paltz
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Visit with environmentally friendly individuals and groups
who will share healthy and sustainable ways for taking
better care of our Earth and its inhabitants, today and every
day.

Join us for this free, fun, educational and thought
provoking afternoon. Enjoy Earth-friendly shopping and
children’s activities, healthy foods, music and
entertainment. Visit the Twice Blessed Thrift Store. Take a
Huguenot Street Historical House Tour.

Call 255-6340 or visit our web site

www.reformedchurchofnewpaltz.org




Greeters Needed

One of the ways you can serve this church is by
being a Greeter on Sunday morning. When you go
to anew church, it is nice to be greeted by a

wel coming handshake and smile. Our own
members enjoy this, too. Among those servingin
2009 were Sephanie and Dick King, Barbara
Wkight, Peg Pine, Ethel Denton, Joyce Beattie,
Susan and Frank Kraat, the Boy Scouts, Doris
Pindar, Joan Davison, Mary Lou and George
Schnell, David Lent, the Girl Scouts, Marguerite
Sutton, Ann and Bill Smith.

If you wish to help out in thisway, sign up at
Coffee Hour or call Susanna Lent at 255-0663 or e-
mail her at susannadl @msn.com.

Susanna Lent
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Maundy Thursday White Breakfast

The Fair Street Reformed Church invites all women
to attend the White Breakfast on April 9" at 9:30
am. A continental breakfast is served followed by
a short worship service/meditation. We will
carpool from our Education Building parking lot.

For information or aride call Jeanne McCullough
at 255-1518.

Jeanne McCullough

A Spiritual Smorgasbord To Be Offered
at the Flatbush Reformed Church

On April 25 the Ulster and Dutchess County
Reformed Church women will hold their Spring
Conference. Breakfast, worship and a speaker are
on the agenda. The Reverend Arlene Wilhelm will
be the speaker. Registrationisat 9:00 am.,
breakfast at 9:30 am., program beginning at 10:15
am. ending around 11:00 am. The cost is $6.00
An offering will be taken to help support Eric and
Nancy Titus, our missionariesin Croatia.

A donation of personal care itemswill be given to
the women'’ s shelter.

We will set up acar pool from the Education
Building parking lot. Call Joan Davison for
information or aride at 883-6660.

Jeanne McCullough

Death: Hedy Herman, January 21,1925 -
March 7, 20009.
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Al fred H WMarks
The Renai ssance Man

A few weeks ago, Dave and | had a delightful visit
with Al and Herta Marks. We were seated in a
lovely room that Herta said they built. Before we
went | asked Al to write a brief summary of his
education, published works, etc. When we got
there, he calmly handed me about four sheets of his
accomplishments — degrees, published works,
organizations that he belongs to and of which he
was usually an officer.

Al grew up on Long Island, the youngest of nine,
where the family was involved in the milk business.
He went to Potsdam Normal School, graduating in
1939. Hetook a Japanese language course at
Columbia University, and shortly before finishing,
he noticed a small item in the New Y ork Times
offering a commission for someone fluent in
Japanese. He applied, received his commission,
and continued his education at the University of
Michigan and on to Military Intelligence Language
School in Minneapolis. Herta and Al were married
at the start of Word War Il. After the war they
went to Syracuse University where he received his
Masters and PhD. in English. He taught at Ohio
State, Ball State and Indiana University. Inthefall
of 1963 they arrived in New Paltz. Hertatold usit
was quite an adjustment for her, having lived in




Brooklyn, Washington, D.C. and all those large Our Shut-Ins
university cities. In 1963 both the college and the

town of New Paltz were small and very rural. Fran Buchanan

Mountain View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Al taught English and saw many changes at the P.O. Box 909. New Paltz 12561
college. Herta and their three children learned to Celia Coulter
settlein. Al, Herta and Thea joined the church on 3 Lookout Ave., New Paltz
January 12, 1964. Al served on the Consistory and Gladys DuBois
on many New Paltz area organizations. In 1965 he 44 Jenkinstown Rd., New Paltz
received a Fulbright at Kanazawa University. His Doris George
great interest in Japanese literature and culture led Mountain View
the way to the Sister City Program New Paltz has Millie Hague
today with Japan. Mountain View

Carl Lillberg

The history of New Paltz became of great interest
to Al. Herta was born in Germany, and between
her German and his excellence in languages they
became very interested in the earliest New Paltz
refugees. Al developed a friendship with a number
of Frenchmen who were also interested in early
New Paltz people. The fruition of these combined
efforts was atrip to Europe, following in the

16 Lincoln Place, New Paltz

Martha McKenna

Moran's Rest Home

1741 State Route 32, Modena, 12548
Fran Seaholm

Mountain View

Jesse C. Welwood-Kunz

footsteps of our early New Paltz settlers. Dave and iﬂl Eyo\rilhgls d., Highland 12528
| were privileged to go on this trip, along with some Jane Wriah B
0 ght
forty other members of the Huguenot Historical valley Vista
Society. Al and Francoise Batisse were our g=c
leaders. | personally had the thrill of holding a 17" Ry S—
century record book for Manheim, Germany and %
seeing the name of Hugo Freer. Al continued his —
in-depth research. Working with two other scholars o
in the northern part of France, he has produced a Members and Friendsin the Armed Forces
E&?J:’e_WhICh will be published in the very near E'O‘jiz?fay for these members of the Armed
In 1998 Al was appointed Church Historian of the Scott Beswick, Sergeant Christopher Beyer, Shane
Reformed Church of New Paltz, becoming the first Freer, Brooke Greener, Corey Greener, P.F.C.
non-Huguenot descendant of the congregation to Andrew J. Hasbrouck, Evert Janson, Jacob
have this position. We are very appreciative of the Kouhout, Denise and Jacob Lockwood, Nick
time, dedication and efforts that Al has given us Meredith. Jessica Ruschak. James Van Alst
over these many years. On Sunday, March 22", the Sewart Van Deusen, Jr. Pvt. 13 class Daniel VVan
congregation honored him and his lovely wife and Leuven.

thanked them for their outstanding work with the l/
presentation of aframed certificate of appreciation / - r[ A\
and a specia Coffee Hour. We look forward to the W/\ -

new book and many more.

Qusanna Lent
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Notes From Consistory

At the March Consistory meeting, Jeanne
McCullough attended to replace John Orcutt, who
left the Consistory last year.

Joan Kelley met with representatives of the
Huguenot Historical Society, reviewing their
calendar and the church’s calendar to coordinate
functions.

Harold King reported that New Paltz High School
will be putting on the play Footloose, on March 26-
28. Nancy Owen is the director, Kate Weston is the
choreographer and and there are 12 of our young
people participating in the presentation. Harold put
a congratulatory note from the church in the play
program, including an invitation for folks to come
join usin worship.

Cheryl Alloway receives regular e-mails from the
Eco-justice web site from the National Council of
Churches. They are providing weekly meditations
for Lent. During Lent Cheryl would like to send a
separate e-mail of the weekly meditation along with
the church calendar e-mail. Consistory thought this
was agood idea. Roger explained how heis
spending histime while heiswith us. Tuesdays he
works on the Sunday bulletin. Wednesday am. he
attends the staff meeting and receives any messages
from people who want to see him. He makes calls
and does counseling on Wednesdays. Thursday
and Friday he works on the sermon. He wondered
if there was any interest in discussion of the sermon
at coffee hour. It was suggested that he announce a
time when he would be available up by the stage at
coffee hour to discuss the sermon for anyone
interested.

Ann Phillips, Senior Elder, announced that we have
been forgiven by the Classis and the Regional
Synaod for our 2008 error in membership on the
Consistorial Report. It still must go before the
Genera Synod.

Roger asked that members of the Consistory “keep
their antenna out” for peoplein difficulty,
particularly those who have lost their jobs.

Sip Van Alst reported that the women’ s bathroom
in the church is being remodeled. The Count Room
will be painted and new lights put in.

The Hummer Estate will hopefully be settled by the
end of March.

There will be a brainstorming session on Monday,
March 9" at 7:30 regarding how to best sell the
New Paltz Reformed Church to people moving into
Woodland Pond.

There is some money left over from the Bibles
purchase, and the Worship Committee hopesto buy
supplemental hymnals with more modern music.

Lisa Curtis reported that the play, based on Corrie
ten Boom' s book The Hiding Place , has been
postponed due to theillness of Liz Burdick. The
book group will still happen on March 21% and will
be facilitated by Joyce Gartrell.

The next meeting is March 31% at 7:30 p.m.

Joyce D. Gartrell, Clerk of Consistory

Getting To Know You

The second and fourth Tuesdays are
busy in the Social Room of the
church as friends gather for
spirited ganes and nuch

conversati on.

W wel comre new peopl e!
a sandw ch, and join us.

Just bring

If there are questions, phone Joan
Davi son at 883-6660.

Joan Davi son
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A Beautiful Soul at the Post Office

Our 14-year-old dog, Abbey, died last month. The
day after she died, my 4-year-old daughter,
Meredith, was crying and talking about how much
she missed Abbey. She asked if we could write a
letter to God so that when Abbey got to heaven,
God would recognize her. | told her | thought we
could, so she dictated these words.

Dear GCod,

Wl you please take care of ny
dog? She died yesterday, and is
with you in heaven. | mss her
very much. | am happy that you

|l et ne have her as ny dog even

t hough she got sick. | hope you
will play with her. She likes to
play with balls and to swm | am
sending a picture of her so when
you see her you will know that she
is my dog. | really mss her.

Love, Meredith

We put the letter in an envel ope with a picture of
Abbey and Meredith and addressed it to
God/Heaven. We put our return address on it.
Then Meredith pasted several stamps on the front
of the envel ope because she said it would take lots
of stamps to get this letter all the way to heaven.
That afternoon she dropped it into the letterbox at
the post office. A few days later she asked if God
had gotten the |etter yet. | told her | thought He
had.

Y esterday there was a package wrapped in gold
paper on our front porch addressed, “To Meredith:”
in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it. Inside
was a book by Mr. Rogers called, When a Pet Dies.
Taped to the inside front cover was the letter we
had written to God in its opened envelope. On the
opposite page was the picture of Abbey and
Meredith and this note:

Dear Meredith

Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the
picture was a big help. | recogni zed Abbey
right away. Abbey isn't sick any nore. Her
spirit is here with me just like it stays in
your heart. Abbey |oved being your dog. Since
we don’t need our bodies in heaven, | don't have
any pockets to keep your picture in, so | am
sending it back to you in this little book for
you to keep and have sonething to renmenber Abbey
by.

Thank you for the beautiful letter, and thank

your nother for helping you wite it and sending
it to me. Wiat a wonderful nother you nust

have. | picked her especially for you. | send
ny bl essings every day and renmenber that | |ove
you very nuch. By the way, |I'measy to find,

am wherever there is | ove
Love, God

R Ao I\ |

Forgetter Be Forgotten

My forgetter’ s getting better,
But my rememberer is broke.
To you that may seem funny,
But, to me, that is no joke.

For when I’'m ‘here’ |I'm wondering
if | really should be ‘there’.

And, when | try to think it through,
| haven't got a prayer!

Oft times | walk into aroom,
and say, “What am | here for?’

| wrack my brain, but all in vain!
A zeroismy score.

At times | put something away
whereit is safe, but, Geel

The personiit is safest from

is, generaly, mel

When shopping | may see someone,
say “Hi” and have a chat.

Then, when the person walks away

| ask myself, “Who the heck was that?”’

Y es, my forgetter’ s getting better
while my rememberer is broke.
And it’s driving me plumb crazy
And that isn’t any joke.

from the Internet

Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about
their fathers. Thefirst boy says, “My Dad scribbleg
afew words on a piece of paper, he callsit a poem,
and they give him $50.” The second boy says, “My
Dad scribbles afew words on a piece of paper, he
calsit asong, and they give him $100.” The third
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boy says, “I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a
few words on a piece of paper, he callsit a sermon,
and it takes four peopleto collect al the money!”

Life Transitions

Lifeisaprocess of beginnings and endings. In both
life and nature, there are times when things move
slowly and don’t seem to change very much. Then,
suddenly, things change quickly. Moving from
April to May to June the weather changes gradually
at first then suddenly it seems that summer is here.
It isthe samein our lives; transitions are as natural
as the changing seasons.

Life transitions are challenging because they force
usto let go of the familiar and face the future with
afeeling of vulnerability. Most life transitions
begin with a string of losses:

Thelossof arole

Theloss of aperson

Theloss of aplace

Theloss of your sense of whereyou fitin

the world.

Any significant loss makes most people feel fearful
and anxious. Since your future may now be filled
with questions, it isnormal to feel afraid. Welive
in a culture that has taught usto be very
uncomfortable with uncertainty, so we are anxious
when our lives are disrupted. On the positive side,
these transitions give us a chance to learn about our
strengths and to explore what we really want out of
life. Thistime of reflection can result in a sense of
renewal, stability, and a new equilibrium.

A life transition can be positive or negative,
planned or unexpected. Some transitions happen
without warning, and they may be quite dramatic,
asin cases of accidents, death, divorce, job loss, or
seriousillness. Other life transitions come from
positive experiences such as getting married, going
away to college, starting anew job, movingto a
new city, or giving birth to achild. Even though
events like these are usually planned and
anticipated, they can be just aslife-altering as the
unexpected events. Whether positive or negative,
life transitions cause us to leave behind the familiar
and force us to adjust to new ways of living, at least
temporarily. They can leave us feeling completely

unprepared, and we may be thrown into a personal
crisis, feeling shocked, angry, sad, and withdrawn.

Throughout the course of our lives we experience
many endings and many beginnings. In nature we
observe times when things move slowly without
visible change — and then suddenly an accel eration
occurs followed by atransformation.

To everything there is a season
A tinme for every purpose under the
sun.
Atine to be born and a tine to
di e;
Atine to plant and a tine to
pl uck up that which is planted.
Atine to kill and a tine to heal
Atinme to weep and a tinme to
| augh;
Atine to nourn and a tinme to
dance;
Atine to enbrace and tine to
refrain from enbracing;
Atinme to lose and a tine to seek;
Atine torend and a tine to sew,
A time to keep silent and a tine
to speak;
Atime to love and a tine to hate;
Atine for war and a tine for
peace.

-- Eccl esiastes 3:1-8

Into everyone'slife, if they live long enough, will
come their fair share of pain and loss and grief.
Loss happens to everyone. It isnot selective of
age, race, creed, color, size, education, economic
and social status, religion, or beauty. Itisa
guarantee that comes with living. Itis part of life.
Part of livingisfedlingjoy aswell aspain. Itis
through feeling pain that we learn to truly
appreciate and embrace the joy in our lives. Thus,
into everyone' s life will come joy and laughter and
dancing. It isbecause of our pain that we can
appreciate and embrace the joy. -- Caring for the
Congregation workshop

The neasure of a life, after all,
is not its duration, but its
donation. Corrie ten Boom
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